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Foreword

In 2012 the European Union received the Nobel PBaice for transforming most of Europe from a
continent of war into a continent of peac€he response to this prize was two-sided: althaughy
were quick to recognise the EU’s historic achieveifiequestions were raised about the Union’s
current policies. Flanders, in the centre of th@ntinent of peace’ has a special relationship ti¢h
peace idea because of its history. Yet todaydtse confronted with challenging peace questions, a
international level as well as within its own sagie

Each year the Flemish Peace Institute, as an imdiepé institute of the Flemish Parliament for
research on peace issues, publishes a report Ratfiament about its activities. As establishethim
founding Act of the Flemish Peace Institute, thaeBvities include conducting scientific research,
providing advice, documentation and information.

Looking to the past, in 2012 the Institute contthtie prepare for commemorating of the centenary of
the First World War. Flanders’ ambition is to smpreamessage of peace during its commemoration
and remembrance activities. Many of those involaedwell aware that this is not a self-evident poin
The Flemish Peace Institute has developed andndiisated a clear vision for a pluralistic approagh t
commemoration and remembrance in 2012.

Arms trade and production is a crucial Flemish cetapce in the realm of peace and security. In 2012
the Flemish Parliament for the first time adoptedawn Arms Trade Act, against the international
backdrop of the Arab upheavals and negotiationaromternational Arms Trade Treaty at UN level.
There was also political and social debate last year whether or not to approve arms exports,
specifically for the Arab world. At the same tinthge rising tensions over Iran’s suspected nuclear
programme illustrated the importance of controlsdoal-use products that can be used for civilian
and military purposes. The Flemish Peace Institlatgely monitored all such developments relating to
arms trade and production.

Questions about peace and violence in our sociedye waised inter alia by headline-grabbing
incidents involving firearms. In 2012 the issuevdiether the Belgian Weapons Act should be be
tightened up became topical in the wake of Amradéadly raid in Liége. Meanwhile the Flemish
Peace Institute has positioned itself as an cesftrexpertise on the trade, possession and use of
firearms, and in 2012 it provided well-founded gsabk and advice to policy-makers and the public.

In the social context, violence by and against opbints to the special challenges involved in
developing a peaceful society. In 2012 the Flenkglace Institute published research results and
formulated advice on this issue, analyzing the j@mband providing explanations. With a view to
supporting long-term solutions, continuing attentveas devoted to the Peace Education theme.

The 2012 annual report portrays the developmettieoflemish Peace Institute in the past year based
on an overview of research results, advice noted,igformation and communications work. Firstly
we give an overview of the Flemish Peace Institugetivities. Then we discuss its actual work: the
research programmes, activities in support of tbekwof Parliament, and the evaluation report of the
Scientific Council. Finally, this annual report ddbes the main organizational developments at the
Institute including an overview of events, publioas, media relations and networking activities.
With this report we aim to provide a clear overviefnour work as a para-parliamentary institution to
the Flemish Parliament.

Tomas Baum
Director



Thelnstitute

11 Context
The Act: guidelines for the Flemish Peace Institute

In the founding Act (7 May 2004) of the Flemish Bednstitute, the Flemish Parliament laid down

four tasks for the new para-parliamentary insumiotito conduct fundamental and topical peace
research, to collect information sources and mhketavailable to the general public, to disseminate
information, and to advise the Parliament and Gawent.

Peace research, covering both fundamental sceméfearch and research that responds to current
events, is the primary task of the Flemish Peasgtiiie. The research we do is designed to coré&ibu
to the promotion of peaceful and equitable solitmconflicts, and to establishing the conditifors

a lasting peace.

Another of the Flemish Peace Institute’s task®igform the Flemish Parliament, civil society, and
also the general public about peace and the prievent violence, and on the results of research
carried out. It is also tasked with creating foruntsere experts, policy makers, and members of civil
society can meet with each other and discuss quastif peace.

Finally, the Flemish Peace Institute has been erapaavto formulate general or specific advice, eithe

on its own initiative or at the request of the HgmParliament. The Flemish Act of Parliament

explicitly defines the Institute’s advisory funatido the Flemish Parliament regarding the annual
report of the Government of Flanders on arms tradeParliament can also call upon the expertise of
the Flemish Peace Institute in other matters. Tlenish Peace Institute itself can at any time

formulate advice on the basis of its research.

On 24 October 2012, the plenary of the Flemishid@adnt adopted the proposal for a Flemish Act of
Parliament made by Mr Jan Peumans, ‘amendinghe.Flemish Act of Parliament of 7 May on the
foundation of a Flemish Institute for Peace andRhevention of Violence at the Flemish Parliament
[...]. This proposal for this new decree flowedorh decisions made by the Extended Bureau of 24
October 2011 regarding the role and essential aifnsara-parliamentary institutions. A number of
gaps in the founding decree were dealt with inglecess. The amendments in the new Act create,
inter alia, modalities in the Rules of the Flemigdrliament to allow parliamentary committees atso t
give taskings for research and advice to the FlerRisace Institute. Archival work, the nature of
responsibility in and out of court, and the podgies for collaboration with Parliament have atsgen
better regulated.

Target audience and mission

In its fourfold mission, the Flemish Peace Inséttdrgets a broad audience. As a para-parliamentary
institution the Institute first and foremost serwbe Flemish Parliament, providing support in the
execution of its core duties. Among other tasks ftemish Peace Institute assists the Flemish
Parliament in drawing up Acts of Parliament, andtle effective monitoring and oversight of
executive action flowing from the transfer in 208f3competence for imports, exports, and transit of
arms.

The Flemish Peace Institute also targets civiledgcand the general public. Through its Board of
Directors, the Flemish Peace Institute keeps afiog the pulse of the broader social environment i
Flanders — employers, workers, academia, peacemmes, and political parties.



The Flemish Peace Institute’s mission can be défagfollows, based on the founding Act and the
2011-2014 strategic plan:

To work systematically for a more peaceful locatl anternational society, peace issues must be
thoroughly analyzed and, after an open debate, oreasmust be taken within the political and/or

social structures. Within its sphere of expertise Flemish Peace Institute guarantees the produactio

of in-depth analyses, the provision of informationl the organization of debate on the issues, rgakin
recommendations for steps towards the promotigreate and the prevention of violence.

1.2 The Board of Directors
Composition

The Board of Directors of the Flemish Peace Ingitsi composed of 19 voting members from various

sectors of Flemish civil society. The members toyear mandate and are appointed by the Flemish
Parliament. In order to guarantee an independestitute with a broad platform and the necessary

expertise, the founding Act provides for a balanosatesentation: six members seated in their own
name who are nominated by the parties in FlemishaR@nt, three members recommended by the
Flemish Inter-university Council, three memberoramended by a voluntary cooperative partnership
of Dutch-language peace organizations, and four Imesnrecommended by the Flanders Social and
Economic Council. The Board of Directors thus citatd further co-opts three more members. In

composing the Flemish Peace Institute’'s Board oédors, the principle of balanced representation

between men and women in advisory and adminisg&ndies is applied.

On 23 January 2012, the date of its first meetmg0d12, the Board of Directors was composed of the
following members:

For the political parties:

Mr Freddy Sarens

Mrs Monica Van Kerrebroeck
Mr Jan Clement

Mr Axel Delvoie

Mr Raf Burm

Mrs Anna Maria Charlier

For VLIR (Flemish Inter-University Council):
Mr Jacobus Delwaide

Mr Philippe Nauwelaerts (Vice-chairman)
Mrs Gita Deneckere

For the peace movements:
Mr Walter Baeten

Mr Philippe Haeyaert

Mr Hans Lammerant

For SERV (Flanders Social and Economic Council):
Mr Jean Boulogne

Mrs Els Dirix

Mr Guy Putman

Mr Patrick Develtere

Co-opted:

Mrs Nelly Maes (Chair)
Mrs Brigitte Herremans
Mrs Olivia Rutazibwa



In 2012 Mr Walter Baeten and Mr Hans Lammeranigresil from the Board of Directors. Mr William
De Bruyn was welcomed as a new member.

Meetings
In 2012 the meetings of the Board of Directors o Flemish Peace Institute took place on 23
January, 5 March, 23 April, 11 June, 12 Septemb@&eptember and 29 October respectively.

Daily Management

Decisions made by the Board of Directors are ptw jpractice through the work of the Daily

Management, which consists of the chairman, viarolen, and the Director of the Flemish Peace
Institute. The members of the Daily Managementdwsely involved in the Institute’s preparations
for the meetings of the Board, its activities, @&sgersonnel policy.

1.3 The Scientific Council

As scientific research constitutes one of the bp#liars sustaining the activities of the FlemistaPBe
Institute, the founding Act provided for a ScieiatiCouncil to give the Board of Directors and the
Scientific Secretariat substantive support in theisearch activities. As an advisory body of
international composition, the Scientific Counaibfiates the quality of the Flemish Peace Instgute
research activities and advises the Board of Direcs well as the Scientific Secretariat on ingoart
trends in research about peace and security. Givexpertise, it may also be consulted in the seur
of ongoing research.

The Scientific Council is composed of the Chairtbé Board of Directors, eight national and
international specialists selected from academides and NGOs, and the Director of the Flemish
Peace Institute. The Board of Directors appoingsniiembers of the Scientific Council for a term of 5
years. The Scientific Council meets twice a year2012, the Council met on 23 March and 19
October.

In 2012, the Scientific Council was composed offtilwing members:

Alyson J.K. Bailes — Adjunct Professor in Politicatience at the University of Iceland, Reykjavik.
Ms Bailes chairs the Council.

Prof . John Groom - Emeritus Professor of Inteometi Relations at the University of Kent.

Prof . Sven Biscop - Director of the Security andbal Governance Programme for Egmont — the
Royal Institute for International Relations - an@d@dinator of Higher Studies in Defence and
Security.

Prof . Mark Duffield - Professor of Development i#o$ at the University of Bristol.

Prof . Elise Féron - Senior Lecturer in Internaéib@onflict Analysis at the University of Kent atite
Brussels School of International Studies

Prof . Wolfgang Wagner - Senior Lecturer in the &#ment of Political Sciences of Vrije Universiteit
Amsterdam (VU).

Prof . Elspeth Guild - Professor of European Migralaw at the University of Nijmegen and Guest
Professor at the London School of Economics anti¢adlScience (LSE).

Prof . Antoon Vandevelde - Professor with the Geifdr Ethics, Social and Political Philosophy and
Dean of the Higher Institute of Philosophy at KWken.



1.4 The Scientific Secretariat

The Scientific Secretariat is the Flemish Peacétiite’s operational centre. In the premises of the
House of Flemish Representatives the researchesuguheir work, the documentation centre is
further developed, and advisory notes are prepared.

In 2012, the Secretariat was composed of the faligunembers:

Director
Tomas Baum

Researchers

Sara Depauw

Nils Duquet

Maarten Van Alstein

Marjolein Muys (until May 2012)

Communications Officer
Wies De Graeve

Office Manager
Margarida Ferro

The Flemish Peace Institute offers internships itee gstudents - local and from abroad - the
opportunity to get acquainted with a professionatknenvironment, with the Flemish Parliament, and
with the academic tasks of the Institute. In 20l&arB Vercamer (Belgium) and Milou Dubois

(Netherlands) worked as trainees at the FlemiskhePkeestitute under the supervision of its staff.



Arms Trade and Arms Production

In 2012 the various aspects of the arms trade wdrequent topic in the news. The intensifying and
continuous upheavals in the Arab world highlightieel complexity of the arms trade: the undesirable
end-use of exported equipment, the weighing oégstrelating to human rights and regional stagilit
and the challenge of anticipating and respondingdiatile situations. At the legislative level a
Flemish Act of Parliament on arms trade was ratibg the Flemish Parliament, designed inter atia t
transpose European regulations on this issue. étthited Nations, negotiations in July 2012 for a
first-ever Arms Trade Treatwere unsuccessful. At domestic level, 2012 waglautant year where
the trade in and use of weapons were concernethelrwake of the horrific incident at Liege in
December 2011, Parliament tried to limit or addugt list of weapons that are freely available in our
country. The use of certain types of (semi-autothatieapons for sports purposes was also a subject
of political and social debate.

The Flemish Peace Institute examines legislatioth jaolicy on the international arms trade and
monitors the facts and figures of arms productiod arms trade in Flanders. Since 2003, the regions
have been responsible in Belgium for the imporpogkand transit of strategic goods. The Institute
focuses in this context on three types of produtmi$itary equipment, firearms and dual-use items.
Military equipment comprises arms or parts of atha are used in a military context. Firearms make
up a special category, since not only the armecefrand the police, but also civilians can buy, own
and use them. Dual-use itemgere not developed specifically for military purpesbut may
nevertheless have a military application. Increglginregulation in these fields is taking on a
European and international character; which explaihy the Flemish Peace Institute closely monitors
the regional, European and international situation.

Details of the Institute’s publications, networkiagd activities within this research programme loan
found elsewhere in this annual report. The follayections summarize the aims and content of the
Institute’s research activities under each relategect.

21 Military egquipment
2.1.1  Annual report on the Flemish foreign arms trade

The Flemish Peace Institute continually monitoeslibences for import, export and transit of miljta
equipment that are issued and denied by the Fleaniiorities. Each spring, the Institute publisties
annual report with figures, analyses and interpi@taof developments in the Flemish foreign arms
trade. On 23 May 2012, the annual report ‘Flenfateign arms trade 2011’ was published and
delivered to the Flemish Parliament's Committee féoreign Policy, European Affairs and
International Cooperation.

Imports

In 2011, the Flemish authorities issued 368 licenfm imports of arms. These licences had a
combined value of 18.3 million euro; thus arms impavere on the same scale as in 2010. Only one
licence application was denied.

Arms import licences in Flanders primarily involvedio types of products: (1) firearms and
accessories, and (2) military vehicles and compndiicences were also issued in 2011 on a smaller
scale for imports of fire control systems, militaeguipment for dissemination of toxic agents, law
enforcement equipment, and software and/or hardware



The import licences for military vehicles and compots had a combined value of 9.4 million euro.
These vehicles and components came from ItalyUthieed States, Germany and France. Licences
were mainly requested by the Flemish industry alsd & a lesser extent by dealers and private
individuals.

Licences for firearms and accessories had a comibiakie of 7.8 million euro and were mainly
requested by dealers and private individuals. Takies of the licensed imports of firearms and
accessories increased by 11% compared with 2016.ifi¢rease was entirely due to the imports of
firearms (mainly from the United States): in comgan to 2010, the value of licensed imports of
firearms doubled to 2.1 million euro. The valuelioénsed imports of ammunition remained rather
stable at 4.2 million euro.

Exports

In 2011, Flanders issued 308 licences for arms rexpido application for an arms export licence was
denied. With a combined value of 200.9 million euh® value of licensed arms exports in 2011 was
significantly lower than in previous years. Therfigh defence-related industry - which is heavily
oriented toward the European market — seems thhaue felt the squeeze from the economic crisis
and concomitant cutbacks in defence spending.

As in previous years, licences worth a substaatizbunt (92 million euro) were issued for the export
of visualization screens. Screens for military wse destined first and foremost for the defence-
related industry, particularly in the United Stategences were also issued for exports of aircraft
components (22.9 million euro). These were priadistined for the French and German defence-
related industry in the framework of participatiarthe A400M project. Exports of unmanned aircraft,

related equipment and/or components for the ingdustthe United Arab Emirates, with the country's

armed forces as end-user, were however also ndteyorhey indicate that since last year, the

Flemish defence-related industry has been partiogén the construction of drones for military use

With the exception of visualization screens andraft components, the nature of Flemish licensed
arms export in 2011 was significantly differentrfrgorevious years. Last year, for instance, licences
for a remarkably high value were issued for expoftslectronic equipment falling under the catch-al
clause (22.3 million euro). Further, the Institomed that licences for some products whose export
value had sharply risen in previous years - moeeifipally, ground vehicles and vehicle components,
military electronic equipment and specialised emgpt for military training - largely ceased in 2011

In 2011 Flemish licensed arms exports were desfioedearly 50 recipient countries worldwide. The

largest portion of these exports was destined iaofean countries (45%) and the United States
(31%), mainly for the defence-related industry. 8A$18%) was also an important destination for
Flemish defence products. These mainly consisteelxpbrts to recipients in Singapore, the United
Arab Emirates and India. Licensed arms exports fié@amders to countries in South America, Africa

and Ukraine were - as always - rather limited.

Given the political unrest in the region, Flemismsa exports to the Middle East and North Africa are
currently a very delicate issue in Flanders. Inrkaly 2011, the Flemish Parliament adopted a
resolution in which the Government was asked tattlieences for exports and transit to the region
with the greatest possible caution. There is ctyen European arms embargo on exports to Libya
and Syria, and the Flemish authorities have pubegpgo Yemen, Bahrain, Tunisia and Egypt ‘on

hold’ - a measure that is regularly monitored adidisted. In 2011, 36 licences with a combined value
of 15.5 million euros were issued for arms exptotshe Middle East: to the United Arab Emirates,

Turkey, Algeria and Saudi Arabia. Licensed exportduded various types of products, but in terms
of value were made up primarily of unmanned ait¢creiEualization screens and image intensifier

equipment, and thermal imaging equipment.



Transit

In 2011, Flanders issued 31 licences with a contbiwadue of 85.2 million euro for the transit of
arms. This represented a sharp increase in the eruailiransit licences compared to 2010, but the
level remained significantly lower than at the timiaen competence for foreign arms trade was
regionalized. In 2011, the Flemish authorities ddnihree licences for the transit of arriviost
Flemish transit licences related to (1) vehicle®), firearms and/or ammunition, and (3) heavy
explosive mechanisms and explosives.

For more information see;:

Flemish foreign arms trade 2011
Author: Nils Duquet
Brussels, 25 May 2012 — ISBN 9789078864509, 58 p.

2.1.2  The role of the EU in the negotiations on the In&tional Arms Trade Treaty

In July 2012, all Member States of the United Nadigathered in New York to negotiate a treaty on
global standards for trade in conventional armg& $o-called Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). The
conference was to be the finishing touch to moaa tten years of negotiations and lobbying aimed at
achieving a universal arms trade treaty. In 20X ttkaty negotiations lasted four weeks without,
however, reaching a compromise agreement.

The origin of the ATT goes back to an initiative $8veral Nobel Peace Prize Laureates who, in 1997,
took steps to establish an International Code afddot. The Code of Conduct not only included all
types of military arms and paramilitary police qmuent, but also all their components, all types of
ammunition, military and dual-use technology, araining. The proposal imposed strict standards on
trade in all these items. The Code of Conduct wasended for use by all States that export
conventional arms. Based on this Code of Conductniial proposal for a framework treaty was
launched at the UN Conference for Small Arms amght.Weapons in 2001. Since October 2003,
NGOs across the world have mobilized public suppnd joined in a ‘Control Arms’ network that has
for ten years been energetically advocating a gtrimernationally binding treaty. In 2006, the tdwai
Nations (UN) General Assembly adopted ResolutiorB®1titled ‘Towards an arms trade treaty:
establishing common international standards foiirtiort, export and transfer of conventional arms’.
Since then, there has been much consultation arddhdylember States on the potential content of
such a treaty. Expert groups and open working graugre convened to guide the process. In 2008 a
second UN Resolution (Resolution 63/240) was adbaitel in 2009 a third (Resolution 64/48). In this
latter Resolution, it was decided to convene a@mamice in July 2012 to negotiate a legally binding
instrument that would aim at the highest possilolemon standards for the transfer of conventional
arms.

On the final day of the conference in July 201bgitame clear that no compromise would be reached.
A proposal tabled by Ambassador Roberto Garcia tiiorjArgentina) — Chairman of the conference
— was ultimately rejected by the United StatescWhvas then followed by Russia, North Korea, Cuba
and Venezuela. The further negotiating processnofTal’ was referred to the United Nations General
Assembly. On 7 November 2012, the First Committe¢he General Assembly decided that the
negotiations would be continued from 18 to 28 M&26i3 in order not to lose momentum.

Given the importance of a possible treaty in thetext of Flemish competences for arms trade, the
Flemish Peace Institute closely monitored this gssdn 2012. A researcher attended the negotiations
and in the framework of the EU Non-ProliferationnSortium a paper was published together with the
Stockholm International Peace Research Institut®RE on the role of the EU in the ATT



negotiations. It showed that the Union had a diffitime in getting its Member States to agree on a
common position, and in realizing its ambitiouserak a global actor.

For more information see;:

The European Union’s Involvement In Negotiatingtams Trade Treaty
Author: Sara Depauw
Brussels, 6 December 2012 — EU Non-ProliferatigneP#lo. 23, 16 p.

2.1.3  Dutch-language summary of the 2012 SIPRI Yearbook

The Stockholm International Peace Research Insttitearbook $IPRI Yearbookcontains original
data from numerous fields such as global militagpenditure, international arms trade, arms
production, the nuclear powers, major armed casfimd multilateral peace operations, together with
the most recent analyses on important aspectsnag aontrol, peace and international security. The
Yearbook is written both by SIPRI researchers artdide experts.

The SIPRIYearbookwas first published in 1969 and is now in its 48dition (2012). Since 2005 the
Flemish Peace Institute has been a partner of SiPRiloducing the Dutch-language translation and
publication of the summary of this yearbook.

The 2012 edition of the SIPRI Yearbook paid spegitEntion to the new ‘geo-intervention’ policy.

For more information see;:

2012 SIPRI Yearbook - Summary in Dutch by the ElerReace Institute
Brussels, 6 August 2012 — 28 p.




2.2 Firearms

The Flemish Peace Institute has also been resagrfin quite some time, in the context of its Arms
Trade and Production programme, into the tradeptssession and the use of firearms. In 2011 the
book ‘Firearms: trade, possession and use’ wadghddl. It was the first such publication to map all
firearms-related activities in Belgium, as well egaluating the Weapons Act, examining social
support, and exploring the relationship with matyal

In 2012 the Flemish Peace Institute continued teeldg this research, publishing specific reports on
the registration of firearms imports and the usirerms for hunting and target shooting.

2.2.1  The registration of imported firearms

Every year large numbers of firearms are impontg¢d Belgium (see 1.1.1). A thorough and efficient
registration system is necessary to track whersetifieearms end up after import, but also to combat
the illegal firearms circuit. In Belgium the fedkergovernment as well as the regions have
competences for the control and registration @&atims. The issue of licences and accreditations for
the acquisition, possession and (domestic) tradéirearms is regulated by the federal Weapons Ac
The regions are responsible for the regulation emdtrol of firearmimports In 2006-2011 the
Flemish Agency for the Control of Strategic Goodkaémse Dienst Controle Strategische Goederen,
DCSG) issued 11.4 million euros of licences foedimm imports, mainly to private individuals and
dealers. The dealers usually do not indicate anesed in their licence application because they
generally import the weapons to sell them in tshisp and not for a specific order.

The Flemish authorities issue licences for fireamports into Flanders, but from that point the
responsibility for monitoring such imports shiftern the regional to the federal level. The poliod a
the provincial arms services play an important roléhis connection. Collaboration and information
exchange between the various governmental serigdimis crucial to ensure an effective control of
firearms.

During the follow-up of imports an important digtiion needs to be made between freely available
firearms, and firearms requiring a licendéreely available firearmare firearms that everyone can
possess without a licence, for instance, firealmas have been made definitively inoperable or ametiq
guns with a historical, folkloric or decorative ual(HFD firearms)Firearms requiring a licencare

all those firearms that are neither forbidden neelly accessible under the Belgian Arms Act. A
licence is needed to possess and use these. Thleylaénfor example hunting rifles, pistols and
carbines.

The reqistration of imported firearms that reqairécence

With the introduction of the 2006 Arms Act, an endive registration system was developed for
firearms requiring a licence. The CWR (Centraal Wrapgister) or Central Arms Registry plays a
crucial role in this context. The CWR is a computetabase managed by the federal police, which all
the relevant services can access. The type, maldelpcalibre and serial number of every firearm
requiring a licence is registered as well as tleatitly of the seller or buyer of the arm. Freely
available firearms are not registered in the CWR.

The initial registration of firearms requiring adince in the CWR is done by the Testing Bench for
Firearms in Liége. The Testing Bench was foundelbir?2 and works for the federal government. It
identifies, tests and marks all firearms manufatun or imported into Belgium. Since 2010 the
Testing Bench is also responsible for the initegistration in the CWR of all firearms requiring a
licence that are imported into Belgium, unlessidestfor direct re-exportation abroad. The Testing



Bench registers the weapon’s characteristics amthtporter’s identity before the dealers can offer
the arms on the Belgian market. After initial réxgiton in the CWR by the Testing Bench, the dealer
must register those firearms that require a licémdbeir own registries. These registries are kbdc
once a year. When the dealer sells or transferatiapon he will delete it from his registry and the
weapon shall be registered in the CWR in the bsyeme.

There are a variety of registration processes aadepures depending on who imports the firearms
requiring a licence, but the data in the CWR anetinaously adjusted. Similar procedures must be
followed for every further sale or transfer of tfiarm so that the CWR is always up-to-date.
Consequently all firearms requiring a licence #at circulating in Belgium can be traced at alletim
Since 2010 the DCSG also has access to the CWR.c&hibe useful when processing an application
for an import licence, for example to check whetb@meone who wishes to import a firearm has a
licence to own that weapon in Belgium. The CWR wlathe competent Flemish service to trace
where the firearms requiring a licence end up afiport.

No registration of ‘freely available’ imported fagns

Although a (regional) import licence is required the import of ‘freely available’ firearms, these
weapons do not have to be registered in the CWEr dlfteir actual import. Private individuals
importing freely available weapons do not haveeyort this to the provincial weapon services, and
certified arms dealers do not have to register thretheir registries. No registration is requirectie
CWR if the arm is sold or transferred. Consequeittlis impossible to check or trace all freely
available firearms that have been imported.

Because Belgian regulations as regards ‘freelylavia’ firearms are more flexible than those of the
neighbouring countries, many foreigners have ttaddbo Belgian arms fairs to buy these weapons in
recent years. Many of them did not apply for thegureed licences for the transfer of these weapons t
their own country. To counter such ‘arms touris®’'far as possible, dealers selling freely available
arms at these arms fairs are now required to kegiptries. Foreign authorities can thus be notified
arms purchases made by their citizens.

Most of the freely available firearms that may bgorted into Flanders cannot be traced, however,
either by the Flemish DCSG or by the federal amyipcial authorities. This is problematic mainly in
relation to the additional lists of historic, fatklc and decorative weapons (HFD weapons) that are
freely available. These lists include firearms thi not really rare, for which the ammunitiontif s
available on the market, and which the police ofteme across in criminal circles. In 2012 the
Ministers of Justice and the Interior decided tolish the lists of HFD weapons. If this is effeetiy
implemented, it may provide a solution for the &idnole’ in the tracing of firearms.

For more information see:

The registration and traceability of imported fireas
Authors: Nils Duquet & Maarten Van Alstein
Brussels, 4 July 2012 - ISBN 9789078864516, 29 p.

2.2.2  Hunting with firearms in Flanders

Traditionally, hunting is one of the most signifitactivities for which firearms are used.

The ownership and use of firearms by hunters islatgd by various authorities in Belgium. Whereas
the federal authorities are competent for the aitijpm and the possession of firearms by huntéss, t
regions are competent for hunters’ use of firearfie federal Arms Act of 8 June 2006 starts from
the general rule that a separate arms licenceviayalrequired for the acquisition and possessicam of
firearm, but it provides for a regime of exceptidos hunters. Hunters can acquire and own certain
types of firearms based on their hunting licent®e use of firearms for the hunt is regulated lgy th



regions. In Flanders it is regulated by the Flenfaliament Act on hunting of 1991 and a number of
implementing decrees.

In 2012 the Flemish Peace Institute specificallglgred the legal framework for the use of firearms
for hunting purposes: covering the conditions fotaining a hunting licence, the rules for the uke o
firearms for the hunt, hunting on Sunday, and teedportation of firearms. Facts and figures were
also documented. About 12,000 hunting licencesissaed annually in Flanders. Data from the
Central Arms Registry show that hunters in the FénRegion had registered 58,749 firearms under
their hunting licences up to March 2010. Based oough estimate, this means that on average each
Belgian hunter owns four firearms.

For more information see:

Hunting with firearms in Flanders; Scope, regulatidacts and figures
Authors: Nils Duquet & Maarten Van Alstein
Brussels, 22 November 2012 - ISBN 978907886454 p. 18

2.2.3  Sports shooting in Flanders

The ownership and use of firearms by target sheaditeralso regulated by various authorities in
Belgium. Whereas the federal authorities are coemtefor the acquisition and the possession of
firearms for target shooting, the regions are cdegefor the use of firearms by target shootere Th
import and export of firearms and the licence ctiods for target shooting ranges are a regional
competence. The federal Arms Act of 8 June 200@ssfeom the general rule that a separate arms
licence is always required for the acquisition podsession of a firearm, but provides for a regime
exceptions for target shooters. More specificdlig, Arms Act states that target shooters may aequir
and own certain types of firearms based on thegetashooter’s licence. The use of firearms for
target shooting is regulated by the communitiese Flemish region produced a Flemish Parliament
Act for target shooters to this end in 2007, witmatching implementing decree. It states that targe
shooters may only use firearms for their activitfdhey have a target shooter’s licence.

In 2012 the Flemish Peace Institute conducted Speesearch into the legal framework for the use o
firearms by target shooters and the use of firedongarget shooting. In 2010 the Flemish target
shooting federations had about 25,000 membersaNaoff these members use firearms; some target
shooters only use pneumatic weapons for whichaemée is required. The data on numbers of newly
issued target shooting licences paint a betteug@adf the number of target shooters in Flanders wh
use firearms: since 2007, the target shooting #dders authorized to issue licences by the
Government of Flanders have issued 14,702 targetisly licences.

After the 2006 Arms Act entered into force, therfith Community elaborated on the status of target
shooters in 2007. This is a significant improvemmarnpared to the situation under the regime of the
old Arms Act, which did not specify the obligatioasd rights of target shooters. The Flemish Peace
Institute’s analysis shows, moreover, that theustaf target shooters is regulated clearly ancetaid
Nevertheless, a survey among experts and stakehoidgicated that there are still some points
needing discussion. The Institute drew attentiotwio specific points for debate: the issuing ofé&r
shooting licences by the target shooting federatiand the types of firearms for which target st
can obtain licences (in particular, semi-automag@pons).

For more information see;:

Sports shooting with firearms: analysis of supptrg legal framework and the practice in Flanders
Author: Nils Duquet & Maarten Van Alstein
Brussels, 15 November 2012 - ISBN 978907886453, 35




2.3 Dual-useitems

Together with the licensed trade in military equgmt) the Flemish Peace Institute also monitors
licences issued and denied by the Flemish autesrior imports, exports and transit of dual-use
items. Every spring, the Institute publishes anuahmeport with statistics, analyses and interpiata

of developments in trade from and to Flanders. @Qdune 2012, the annual report ‘Flemish foreign
trade in dual-use items 2011’ was published antveteld to the Flemish Parliament’'s Committee for
Foreign Policy, European Affairs and InternatioBabperation.

Dual-use items are products and technologies treae wot developed specifically for military
purposes but may have a military application. Etpaf these dual-use items are governed by
Regulation (EC) 428/2009, which is directly appiisathroughout the European Union. There are
important distinctions between the transfer of eisd items within the EU, the export of these
products to ‘friendly’ countries, and their exptwtother’ countries.

In its annual report on the Flemish trade in dwsd-ilems in 2011 the Flemish Peace Institute came t
the following conclusions:

The nature of procedures makes it difficult to d®iae characteristics and trends

It is extremely difficult to determine characteigstand trends when it comes to dual-use expoats. F
trade in dual-use items within the EU and with ddes that fall under a Community General Export
Authorisation (CGEA), typically no licence is recgd. Further, global licences are often used for
exports to other countries, meaning that a Flemigiorter can export a number of predefined items to
the countries that are listed on the licence. Drata the global licences is however related to ptigé
exports instead of specific transactions. This reakelifficult to make a comprehensive analysis of
actual Flemish dual-use exports.

138 individual and 44 global licences were issuethé past year

Intra-Community transfer

Because no licence is generally required (in acuatia the free movement of goods) for transfers of
most dual-use items to other EU Member Statesidts scale of transfers of dual-use items from
Flanders to EU Member States usually cannot benattd on the basis of licences granted. In 2011,
the Flemish authorities only issued 15 individueémhces (55.6 million euro) for exports of nuclear
materials (CATO0) and enriched lithium (CAT1), anteoglobal licence (10 million euro) for exports
of materials for use as absorbers of electromagmetves (CAT1).

Exports to countries for which a CGEA applies

For exports of dual-use items to Australia, Canddpan, New Zealand, Norway, Switzerland, and the
United States, a community general export authiooisa(CGEA) applies for most items and no
Flemish export licence need be applied for. In 21l individual licences (7.2 million euro) were
issued for exports of nuclear materials (CATO),c&glematerials (CAT1) and items for materials
processing (CAT?2) to these seven countries.

Exports to other countries

In 2011, 97 individual licences and 43 global lices were issued for exports of dual-use items to
other countries. The individual licences (149.6lionl euro) mainly related to the export of electosn
(CAT3), products for aerospace and propulsion (OAG®d special materials and related equipment
(CAT1). In addition, four licences (322,578 euragre issued in the past year based on the catch-all
clause of Regulation 428/2009 (Article 4) for expdio Iran. The combined value of the 43 global
licences Flanders issued in 2011 amounted to 4iilli®n euro.



Exports to Iran subject to a licence agreementhenldasis of restrictive measures

In recent years, various restrictive measures dagatrade with Iran have been introduced out af fe
that the country is aiming to develop nuclear weapd hese restrictive measures also concern exports
of dual-use items. Based on Regulation 961/20X@ctand indirect trade with Iran is forbidden for
all dual-use items and technology listed in Anneof IRegulation 428/2009 (with the exception of
CAT5), and a licence obligation was introduced gooducts and technology listed in Annex Il and
Annex IV of Regulation 961/2010. Based on this tatijon, a licence obligation was invoked by the
Flemish authorities for several exports during plast year. Two exports were denied in 2011. One
export - of certain types of heat exchangers andg-shaped seals and gaskets with a value of
122,397.65 euro - was allowed.

Limited range of items and limited number of conmiparconcerned

Licences for intra-Community transfer and expods the majority of goods categories relate to a
rather limited range of items. Only for exportstems from the category 'special materials andedla
equipment' (CAT1) do we note a broad range of itaiisile the product range for dual-use exports is
fairly stable, licences issued in 2011 for expatsunmanned aircraft and related equipment and
software point to the development of new dual-ugividies in Flanders.

Increase in restrictions on end-users under gladsices

Considering that a Flemish exporter with a gloli@rice can, in principle, export its goods to any
recipient in any country that is included in theehce (on condition that that the value of exports
remains within the value of the licence), the riskundesirable end-use is much higher for global
licences than for individual licences. With a vidw avoiding undesirable end-use, the Flemish
authorities now more frequently impose a restrictan possible end-users and recipient countries
under a number of global licences. In 2011, aict&tn with regard to end-users was imposed under
17 global licences.

Highest value of licences denied

In 2011, the Flemish authorities denied 10 licenioesexports of dual-use items. These concerned
exports to India and Iran. With a combined valu®@4,162 euro, this was the highest value of dual-
use exports to be denied permission since thee§tcaGoods Monitoring Unit started publishing its
monthly reports in 2007.

For more information see:

Flemish foreign trade in dual-use items 2011
Author: Nils Duquet
Brussels, 19 June 2012 — ISBN 9789078864493, 37p.




Peace and Society

Addressing open violence, learning to deal withflictrin a non-violent way, and the commemoration
and remembrance of past wars: these are issuesdtiaties all over the world must deal with. In
Flanders, too, these themes are on the agendaali@éecause of violent incidents involving young
people as victims and perpetrators; the debatetateurole of education in the prevention of
violence; and the commemoration of the Centenathi@first World War in 2014-2018.

In its Peace and Society Programme, the FlemishePleatitute focuses broadly on potential sources
of violence and looks for their likely causes amdusons. Further, the Institute examines social
processes that are conducive to the conditionpdace, at local and at international level. Whid ro
does violence play in the lives of young people;, é&xample? How do people deal with the
commemoration and the remembrance of conflicts? Whdt role do Peace Education and conflict
management play in education?

Details of publications, networking and activitiegthin this project can be found elsewhere in this
annual report. The following sections summarize déives and content of the Institute’s research
activities under each related project.

31 Peace Education and schooling

The Flemish Peace Institute focuses on Peace Hducaithin its Peace and Society research
programme. Among other things, the Institute hakdd at what exactly peace education entails and
how it is implemented in practice, i.a. in our eafimnal system. The Flemish Peace Institute
accordingly seeks insights into peace educatiomeaneral and the form it takes in Flanders in
particular.

In an earlier phase, a sample sheet was createdmghoecent peace education initiatives in the
educational sector. Further research was undertakatd a conceptual dimension and an inventory of
the existing range of peace education initiativeBlanders.

The Flemish Peace Institute went on with this regean 2012, i.a. by making available and

promoting a web portal about peace-educationaleptsjfor the Flemish educational system. In
September 2012 this online database was completeilgwed and a thorough update carried out. The
Flemish Peace Institute also consulted with the OABulture unit to provide better access to this
database.

For more information see:

The Peace Education database, accessible at wwamgaredesinstituut.eu/vredesopvoeding | (in
Dutch)




3.2 Commemoration and remembrance

War and political violence can cause deep rifts aclisms in societies and among states. In the
aftermath of violent conflicts, societies haveitaifa place for these painful, traumatic eventshair
collective memory, inter alia in the form of comnmmations. History shows that commemoration can
take place in various ways. Historically speakisgch reminders have often contributed to keeping
social and inter-state conflicts and tensions alitehe same time, commemorations can also provide
an incentive and stimulus for movements to prewasot ban wars and violent conflicts, based on the
experience and the memory of appalling violencem@emorations and collective memory then
contribute to underpinning the practice of peaca, &y recognising mutual suffering, help to bring
about reconciliation. The Flemish Peace Institudekéd into the role of commemoration and
remembrance in general, but also focused on cucmmmemoration practices including the run-up to
the commemoration of the Centenary of the Firstid/drar.

The many plans developed over the last few yearcdommemorating the Centenary of the First
World War herald a large-scale centennial commetizoraAt local level there are various types of
projects in the pipeline, highlighting the war bigt and occupation history of cities and villages.
Many questions arise, such as: How can we devetau goublic history projects about the war?
Which themes can we highlight? Where to find matehat can serve as content for these projects?
Can these projects have topical relevance? In 2dZXlemish Peace Institute and the Institute for
Public History of the University of Ghent joinedrées to answer such questions in a study titled ‘14
18 van dichtbij’ (914-18 in Close-Up The Institute has thereby offered support imgeof content
and inspiration for local stakeholders such as t@euncils, historical societies, heritage units and
teachers.

War history focussing on peace

In their centenary commemorations of the First \WaMar, the Flemish authorities wish to convey a
message of peace. This objective is very impontarflanders, and probably also for many local
stakeholders. In its report ‘The Great War RememtieCommemoration and Peace in Flanders
Fields’ (2011) the Flemish Peace Institute examihed the history of the war can reinforce the
notion of peace. Two guidelines were formulatethia connection. First, projects about the war must
reflect the multiple voices of history. Rather thariting a ‘one-sided’ history of 1914-18, we favou
offering a platform for various voices, even if yimontradict one another. Secondly, to be histtiyica
justified and avoid approaching the past in a adeesand anachronistic way, the idea of peace dhoul
be generated from the bottom up. This can be dgrtelling various stories about the impact of the
war, for instance about daily life in cities andlages. As a result, people are encouraged to think
about the war - and about peace.

‘1914-18 in Close-Up’: from science to public histo

A huge amount of new historic research on the Fetld War has been launched in recent years.
The oldhistoire bataille(battle history) is increasingly being complemenigth an emphasis on daily
life during the occupation. People want to know hbw population in 1914-18 survived and coped,
and how they fitted the conflict into their existen The results of this new research are not, hewev
being disseminated fast enough to the general @ulitie study titled ‘1914-18 in Close-Up’ gives an
overview of current historical insights into thel#1918 occupation for a wider audience. Many public
projects should thus be enabled to pay sufficitention to historic content.

The history of the occupied country

In 2014-2018 - rightfully so — a lot of attentiorllvgo to front-line history and the tales of s@ds.
But we should not forget that the entire countrgwaept up in this war. For four long years Belgium



was largely an occupied country, which had a huggact on people’s daily lives. While the public

historical framework of the frontline history igtily established thanks to the many museums, visito
centres and remembrance sites, not much has beemdii the history of the occupation. The history
of the occupied country can be approached in skwags. The study presents five thematic angles:
the battle to survive, the differences between ara@hwomen, the role of national feelings, religious
life, and reconstruction and remembrance aftente

Public history into action

Finally, the study also indicates how best to getaupublic history project. Starting with a careful
reflection on the starting points, one should dledefine the question and understand the historic
context so as to ensure that the projects areriuially justified, find answers to the questiongseal,
and present the answers to a wide audience.

For more information see;:

‘14-18 van dichtbij. Inspiratiegids voor locale peoten over de Grote Oorlog’
Authors: Giselle Nath & Maarten Van Alstein
Acco Publishers, Leuven, 6 November 2012- ISBN 933489747, 235 p

33 Further research into youth and violence

For some time now, a societal and political delai®been going on around violent behaviour among
youth. Thus far, there has been little comprehvensesearch and the available empirical material
concerning the nature and scope of youth violeaaather fragmentary. Therefore, an overview of

young people both as offenders and victims cargtsignificant benefits. The voice of young people

themselves also deserves a place in the debatesAglais background the Flemish Peace Institute in
2011 published the study titled ‘Youth and Violenhce

In 2012, the Flemish Peace Institute reverted &rtfain conclusions of this study and conducted
additional analyses to examine the ethnic origityaming offenders and victims. The data from the
two surveys by the YRP monitor in Flanders (2005266 2008) did not, in fact, permit any specific
analysis of possible distinctions based on ethaitkround between those who perpetrate and those
who are the victims of violence. The combinatidrih@ small group of respondents from immigrant
background with the low absolute numbers of offesadnd victims meant that the groups were too
small to conduct reliable analyses based on th€his lacuna was filled in by making use of a recen
survey by the YRP monitor in Brussel8ased on this study, it was possible to distingu&ége
enough groups to make a meaningful and reliablegpaoison between native and immigrant youth.

The study showed that immigrant youth more fregyemention carrying out physical violence and
threats on the streets than native youth. Boyscgspetend to say more frequently that they de.thi
However, it would be wrong to consider ethnic arigs an explanatory factor. In-depth multi-variant
analyses have shown that the apparent influencethofic origin on the perpetration of an act of
violence is immediately cancelled out when schetdted factors are brought into the calculation. In
other words, the high prevalence of violent crimngoag immigrant youth is related to the fact that
they tend to go to vocational and technical secongehools, meaning that their experience of school
is less positive and/or truancy is higher among group. The latter points are important risk festo
both for native and immigrant youth. In other wgrdamigrant youth are over-represented in the
figures for perpetrators of physical violence begaof these risk factors, and not because of their
ethnic origin.



For more information see;:

Young offenders and victims of violence in Flanders

Author: Marjolein Muys
Brussels, 27 March 2012 - 22 p.




Support for parliamentary activities

Parliament is the heart of our democracy: MPs hetislative powers, monitor the government’s
work, and allocate the budget. The Flemish Parliaridfils these roles for a wide range of Flemish
competences. Flemish MPs and society can gainisnctintext from well-documented information,

clear analyses and well-thought-out advice. Thenile Peace Institute takes on this responsibility
within its area of expertise on peace issues.

The Institute provides support for the activitieStioe Flemish Parliament with its research (see
Chapters 1 and 2), the publication of advisory sdsee 4.2), the development of a documentation
centre (see 4.3), plus contributions to committesetings, the organization of work visits, and

conferences (see 4.1). In the next sections thectdsupport to the Flemish Parliament is further
documented through an explanation of the Flemishc®dnstitute’s involvement in parliamentary

work, an overview of the advice given, and inforimaton the documentation collection in the

Parliamentary Information Centre.

4.1 I nvolvement in parliamentary activities
Committee meetings

On 19 January 2012, Director Tomas Baum presehiedriemish Peace Institute’s annual report to
the Flemish Parliament’'s Committee for Educatiord dfqual Opportunities. Discussion mainly
focused on the Flemish Peace Institute’s reseantth peace education and preparations for the
commemoration of the Centenary of the First WorldrW

On 14 February 2012, the Committee for AdministeatiAffairs, Domestic Administration, the
Evaluation of Flemish Parliament Acts, Integratammd Tourism discussed the advice formulated by
the Flemish Peace Institute on ‘The Centenary efRhist World War in the spirit of peace’, with
Director Tomas Baum and researcher Maarten Vareiflst

On 28 February 2012, during a hearing in the Cotemifor Foreign Policy, European Affairs and
International Cooperation, the Flemish Peace Uistiexplained its research and advice regarding the
Flemish Arms Trade Act.

The annual report on the Flemish foreign arms tiad2011 and the advice of the Flemish Peace
Institute informed the debate held in the Commitfee Foreign Policy, European Affairs, and
International Cooperation on 13 June 2012 aboenties issued and denied for arms, ammunition,
and materials specifically intended for use by thiéitary or law enforcement agencies and their
associated technology in 2011.

On 6 November 2012, the Committee for Foreign RpliEuropean Affairs and International

Cooperation discussed the Flemish Peace Institdi@wial Report with Director Tomas Baum. They
focused i.a. on the Institute’'s research and adyiaotivities relating to the Arms Trade Act, asliwe

as research into firearms and war remembrance@nchemoration.

The activities of the Flemish Peace Institute algormed exchanges of ideas, questions for more
information and interpellations in various comngéeon the subjects of target shooting, Flemish arms
exports, the commemoration of the First World V&g behaviour at school that goes beyond limits.



Working visit

On 7 December 2012, a delegation from the Flemesdc® Institute and the Committee for Foreign

Policy, International Cooperation and European itdfaf the Flemish Parliament visited Gatewing

NV in Ghent. This working visit took place in therdext of controls on trade in dual-use items.

Gatewing is a Flemish manufacturer of drones fallian use, and the export of these products falls
under Flemish licensing policy for dual-use iter@atewing, which received an IWT award for the

best start-up in 2011 and was ranked first in tgeten of young Flemish technology companies by
Vacature in 2012, is a perfect example of the disalindustry in Flanders. During the working visit

the company provided more detail on their produetsp are their customers, and what procedures
they follow for the export of their products.

Participation by Flemish Members of Parliament

The Children’s Rights Secretariat and the Flemishce Institute on 27 March 2012 took the initiative
to organize a joint information session on “Youtidaviolence” for the Flemish MPs who monitor
these dossiers in the various parliamentary coragstt The starting point was recent research
conducted by both of these para-parliamentarytiniins. The session mainly focused on practical
recommendations and points for the MPs to focusvban pursing their work on this theme in the
various committees, or on a cross-committee basis.

On Wednesday 23 May 2012, the Flemish Peace Itesgi@sented its annual report ‘Flemish foreign
arms trade 2011’ to Flemish Members of Parliamenthe Rik Wouters room of the Flemish
Parliament.

On 31 May 2012, the Flemish Peace Institute organgsseminar on arms deliveries to Libya and the
lessons that may be drawn from this for a commomgan arms export control policy. The Flemish
MP Jan Roegiers introduced this seminar.

The book ‘1914-18 in Close-Up: Handbook for locebjpcts on the Great War’ was presented on 6
November 2012 by the authors in the Schelp roothaat-lemish Parliament. The Flemish Minister
Geert Bourgeois introduced the event, and a pan@spondents including Flemish MPs Annick De
Ridder, Bart Van Malderen, Stefaan Sintobin and Baron shared their responses to the guide after
the presentation.

On 10 November 2012, the President of the FlemmstidPent, Mr Jan Peumans, introduced the
Remembrance Day Lecture by Jan Techau in the FteRasliament. Every year the Flemish Peace
Institute organises the Remembrance Day Lecturetiieg with the ‘In Flanders Fields’ Museum and
Ypres, City of Peace.

4.2 Advice

The Institute’s advisory role constitutes its mdstect service to Parliament and to the political
environment. The Flemish Peace Institute may foateuhdvice on the basis of its expertise or the
results of the research it has conducted. Advigergon its own initiative may flow from scientific
research as well as responding to a political eraéstimulus. The other advisory functions of the
institute are providing advice requested by themidd Parliament, and (since 24 October 2012))
advice on the report of the Government of Flanderthe Flemish Parliament as prescribed in the
Flemish Parliament Act of 15 June 2012 on the impport, transit and transfer of defence-related
products, other materials especially intended fditary use, law enforcement material, civil small
arms, components and ammunition.



All advice from the Flemish Peace Institute is exbby its Board of Directors. The Board of Direstor
is composed of 19 voting members from differenta@mscof Flemish civil society. The members hold
a 5-year mandate and are appointed by the Flenaidlafent. To guarantee an independent institute
with broad support and the required expertise, Itistitute’s founding Act prescribes a balanced
composition of experts and representatives fronflelnish parliamentary parties, universities, socio
economic actors and the peace movement. Playiraglasory role within this broad social platform,
the Flemish Peace Institute takes its role asmiBlepolitical-social organization to heart.

In 2007, five advice notes were issued: one presdrby the founding Act of the Institute, one on
request from the Flemish Parliament, and thredheriristitute’s own initiative. The 2012 advice rmote
were issued unanimously by the Board of Directdtey were sent to the Speaker of the Flemish
Parliament, the Flemish Members of Parliament &iedcompetent ministers. The advice notes were
also published on the Institute’s website and digsated by newsletter.

4.2.1 Advice on the draft Flemish Arms Trade Act
Context

On 21 November 2011 the Government of Flanders gtedmima draft Flemish Parliament Act to the

Flemish Parliament regarding the import, expoansit and transfer of defence-related product®roth

materials especially intended for military use, kmforcement material, civil small arms, components
and ammunition (Flemish Parliament Act on the atrasle). The draft was preceded by a draft
Flemish Parliament Act of 8 April 2011, on whictetBocial-Economic Council of Flanders (SERV),

the Strategic Advisory Council International FlarsldSARIV), and the Flemish Peace Institute
provided advice. This was followed by an amendeaftdm 15 July 2011, on which the Council of

State formulated its advice. On 26 January 201 ZFtbémish Peace Institute provided its advice to the
Flemish Parliament on the draft Flemish Parlianfeitsubmitted on 21 November 2011.

Content

The draft Flemish Parliament Act of 21 November R2@dgulated various aspects of the control of the
arms trade in a consistent manner. The FlemishePbetitute advised that Parliament take into
account certain points for attention during itscdssion of the text, relating to the control of erse,

the option of a complementary list of military ntdég the use of general licences, the certificatid
companies, and transparency. These points fortiattemwere also reflected in concrete suggestions fo
improvements to the text of the draft Act.

Action taken

The advice of the Flemish Peace Institute regarttiegiraft Flemish Parliament Act on the arms trade
was sent to the President of the Flemish Parlianteatpresident and members of the Committee for
Foreign Policy, European Affairs and Internatio@aoperation, and the Minister-President of the

Government of Flanders on 26 January 2012. TheifleReace Institute presented and explained its
advice during a hearing on the Flemish Parliamasitit\the Committee for Foreign Policy, European

Affairs and International Cooperation on 28 Febyu2012. The Flemish Parliament Act on the arms

trade was adopted by the plenary of the FlemishiaRsent on 6 June 2012.



4.2.2  Advice concerning the commemoration of the Centeofithe First World War

Context

For the past few years, the Flemish authoritiestaadrlemish Parliament have been preparing for the
upcoming commemoration of the Centenary of thet Bi¥srld War in 2014-2018. The plans show
that both bodies fully endorse the idea that thrernemorations must convey a message of peace. In a
research report published in November 2011 entiibeé Great War Remembered: Commemoration
and Peace in Flanders Fields’, the Flemish Peastaute critically examined how this objective can
be achieved. Based on this report the Flemish Peestiéute formulated opinions on a number of
specific points for attention, such as the need dorconsistent vision on a peace-oriented
commemoration of this World War, the role of higos in the commemoration project, and the
project's nature in cutting across different fieddigovernment

Content

With regard to the commemoration of the Centendryhe First World War, the Flemish Peace
Institute advised:

- That the Flemish authorities formulate a coherésibm on how they intend to give shape and
content to a peaceful commemoration of the Firstrlgv@/ar, while addressing the following
issues:

0 The message of peace should flow from the grads-teeel, by telling stories about
soldiers, civilians and children who experienced impact of the war in their
everyday lives, while not losing sight of the larpéstorical framework and structural
dynamics that led to the war;

o Commemoration activities and projects should apgrothe war past in all its
complexity and with respect for the historical famork, and not merely use the past
as a means to achieve contemporary objectives;

0 The commemoration project should not only promot@message of peace, but also
apply a peaceful culture of commemoration, whichanse specifically showing
respect for the variety of commemoration traditiand practices.

- That historians be more closely involved in the o@moration project, for instance by inviting
them to join an umbrella advisory committee guidithgg whole project from a scientific
perspective, as well as to sit on specific juryglaithat grant subsidies.

- That, alongside the efforts already made in thespbf foreign policy and tourism, the Flemish
authorities should make more of an effort thanrasent in other policy areas such as education,
culture, youth and media, thus allowing full reatinn of the project’'s goals which cut across
individual policy fields. Further, the Flemish Peamstitute recommends that continuous
attention be paid to cooperating with and suppgrtommemoration initiatives developed by
the provinces and municipalities, the federal leaatl other communities and regions.

Action taken

The Flemish Peace Institute’s advice on the commation of the Centenary of the First World War
was sent to the President of the Flemish Parligntieatpresident and members of the Committee for
Foreign Policy, European Affairs and InternatioGabperation and the Committee for Administrative
Affairs, Domestic Administration, the Evaluation &flemish Parliament Acts, Integration and
Tourism; and the Government of Flanders on 2 Febpr@@l12. On 14 February 2012 the Flemish
Peace Institute discussed its advice in more d@tathe Committee for Administrative Affairs,
Domestic Administration, the Evaluation of FlemRarliament Acts, Integration and Tourism.



4.2.3  Advice on the annual report of the Government ah&iers about the arms trade in 2011

Context

The Act describing the activities of the Flemisla&eInstitute stipulates that the Institute wibbyide

the Flemish Parliament with advice on the annupbrtefrom the Government of Flanders to the
Flemish Parliament concerning licences issued agmied for arms, ammunition, and materials
specifically intended for military use or for lamfercement agencies and associated technology. On
21 February 2012, the Government of Flanders stdbhits eighth annual report to the Flemish
Parliament.

Content

The Flemish Peace Institute drew attention to abminof important elements relating to the annual
report of the Government of Flanders to the FlerfiaHiament on arms trade:

- the high value of licensed arms exports to cousmtfiem the Middle East and the
Maghreb;

- adraft Flemish Parliament Act had been submitteth¢ Flemish Parliament, but it was
still unclear how it should be implemented,;

- no overview was given of actual Flemish foreign ssewports;

- good communication between the government and thginkéss community was
becoming more crucial than ever.

Regarding these key points, the Flemish Peacdutesformulated the following advice with a view to
optimizing the Flemish arms trade and supporting) @mhancing parliamentary oversight of relevant
policy. The Institute advised the Flemish Parliatrterask the Government of Flanders:

- to clearly inform the Flemish Parliament on hownibnitors the situation in the Middle
East and the Maghreb;

- To interpret the European and Belgian evaluatiateria for applications for transit and
export licences to the Middle East and the coumtoiethe Maghreb in a way that takes
account of conflict prevention, and to give moreghiethan previously to criteria 2, 3, 4
and 7;

- to report clearly on the implementing decrees airdiaistrative practice connected with
the implementation of the new Flemish Act of Pankant on arms trade.

- to provide an overview of the real foreign armslérdy systematically collecting the data
on use made of licences that the holders of thesedes are obliged to keep, and to share
these data with the Flemish Parliament in the sameas data on processed licences;

- to make an adequate investment in the organizatioutreach activities and to maintain
and optimize lines of communication with the bess community.

Action taken

The advice accompanying the annual report of thee@mnent of Flanders on the arms trade in 2011
was forwarded to the Speaker of the Flemish Paenand the Chairman and members of the
Committee for Foreign Policy, European Affairs, dntérnational Cooperation on 7 May 2012. The
advice was included in the debate on the AnnuabRédjy the Government of Flanders to the Flemish
Parliament on foreign arms trade, held in the Catesnion 22 May 2012.



4.2.4  Advice on violence in young people’s world andrdite to conflict management
Context

On 23 May 2012 the Flemish Peace Institute, thrabhghntermediary of the President of the Flemish
Parliament, received a request for advice on vien our society from the Minister of Education,
Youth, Equal Opportunities and Brussels. More djmdly, the Flemish Peace Institute was askad
conjunction with the Flemish Youth Council, to pdevadvice including a prior analysis of the place
of violence in the world of children and young peophe scale on which violence occurs, and what
violence means to them. The advice should makegatgon measures that the Flemish authorities
can take to avoid or counteract violence in the ldioof young people’During a round-table
discussion, various MPs and experts in the Flendlahliament had voiced their concern about
violence in young people’s existence. On the bas$ithis request for advice, the Flemish Peace
Institute consulted with the Flemish Youth Coungdihe Youth Council decided to launch its own
process to prepare the advice, and the FlemisheRestitute did likewise.

Content

The Flemish Peace Institute in its advice pointeddveral important issues concerning the place of
violence in the world of children and young people:

- Violence takes on several forms among young peegldal, physical, sexual,
threats,...) and occurs in various contexts (fansthool, leisure). The number of victims of
violence among young people has remained relatistdple since 1998 in Flanders. The
increased attention given to violence in the warfdyoung people apparently reflects a
justified and growing sensitivity to violence.

- Although violence is present in the world of alluyg people, only a small minority are direct
victims of violence. An equal number of young people offenders. Young offenders and
victims have the same, clearly defined profile: bbgtween the ages of 16 and 21 years, often
in vocational or technical secondary schools. Tduet that only a minority of this age-group
become offenders or victims does not alter the fhat violence can have far-reaching
conseguences in the life of these young peopléraadr society as a whole.

- According to young people, the use of violenceameatimes justified, especially when it
concerns self-defence or the protection of famignmbers. In practice, however, arguments
that got out of hand often cause violence amongqigqeople. Young people recognize that
conflicts are part of our society and most of thprafer to solve conflicts without using
violence.

To support this basically peaceful attitude amoogng people, the Flemish authorities can

take a number of initiatives. The Flemish Peac#tirie proposes a participatory, bottom-up

approach. The idea is to make young people momtags to raise their awareness and to make them
capable of (1) coping with violence in their wor(@) if they become a victim of violence, finding

help and assistance; and (3) avoiding the useotérwce themselves.

The Flemish Peace Institute advised the MinisterEdtication, Youth, Equal Opportunities and
Brussels to take the following practical measurgkiwhis purview:

Education

- Support and take the initiative for qualitative jprts and initiatives specifically
aimed at transferring knowledge, skills and atesido young people to deal with conflicts in
a non-violent manner. The approach needs to berdiffiated, based on target groups. Within
education this means developing more projectsrtailade for young people in
vocational and technical secondary education. Suippbould be focused on projects
developed within the school, as well as by spestialkternal organizations.

- Ensure the structural embedding of conflict manag@rin Flemish education by encouraging
education stake-holders to pay attention, wherngelearning goals in the different subjects



Youth

related to conflict, to current forms of confliahdato the positive conditions for non-violent
conflict management. To this end, the range ofvele external initiatives available needs to
be better coordinated and made known to schools.

To continually encourage education stakeholderssahdols to develop a school climate

in which young people experience the added valugadicipation, critical awareness, and a
fundamentally democratic attitude on a daily bashis can be achieved by fully involving

pupils in school policy in general and in spec#ativities and projects in particular.

Explicit training is provided in teachers’ trainipgogrammes on how to deal with violence
among young people, and how best to teach younpl@@onflict management skills. Such
training also needs to be provided for teachersadly active, together with support in the
form of an accessible contact-point.

Provide support for low-threshold initiatives in s young people can share their
experiences of violence — including as victims thwaach other and can be guided, where
applicable, towards a suitable assistance scheme;

Examine the need, the demand and the supply ofricaaimed at conflict management

for youth counsellors in youth work initiatives. garticipatory approach is desirable in this
connection;

Where necessary provide for education, trainingsaumgort for youth workers and

other youth counsellors on how to deal with violeatong young people, and how

best to teach young people conflict managemensskil

Provide continuous support for the Youth Reseatatfd?Pm (Jeugdonderzoeksplatform, JOP)
as an interdisciplinary and inter-university pargtgp and thus continue the use of the JOP
monitor. Related policy is always strengthenednuependent research giving results

in the form of an inventory, analysis and synthesidata;

Encourage cities and municipalities to develogatiites and projects in the framework of the
local Youth Policy plan, based on local needs, fihais on conflict management and

reach all young people outside schools, not onjjouth movements but for example

in youth clubs, youth houses, youth sport clubsygound activities etc.

Integrated approach

Broach the issue of violence in the world of youyepple with the other Ministers of the
Government of Flanders and with colleagues in ttleerocommunity governments. Since
violence in the world of young people is not liitéo the policy areas of youth and
education, the Flemish Peace Institute recommehds the Minister of Youth play a
coordinating role in extending and strengthenirggdtructural approach to violence in young
people’s world by working together with other Flstipolicy spheres, namely media
(violence in the media, media skills), welfare {stsgce to victims and witnesses, dealing
correctly with offenders, domestic violence) anarsgviolence in sport clubs, sport as an
antidote for violence).

Action taken

The advice of the Flemish Peace Institute on yqueaple and violence was sent to the President of
the Flemish Parliament; the president and membérthed Committee for Education and Equal
Opportunities and the Committee for Culture, Youllport and Media; and the Government of
Flanders on 25 June 2012. On 28 February 2013 tbenGttee for Education and Equal
Opportunities discussed this advice with the Flanfieace Institute.



4.2.5 Advice on the control of brokering of arms and dusé items
Context

Brokering refers to the mediation and facilitatmfrcontracts between producers,

buyers and sellers of military material and duad-items. Brokers are individuals and companies
who liaise between manufacturers, buyers and sdlbeachieve an acquisition or a sale. The attentio
given to the control of brokering at internatiotealel grew exponentially after it became clear that
intentioned brokers regularly serve as intermeeain illegal arms circuits. Belgian policy in tesrof
controlling brokering is currently mainly of a syoile nature: in practice it does not work, and our
legislation needs to be thoroughly overhauled aeoto conform with international agreements. In an
advisory note, the Flemish Peace Institute forneglairactical recommendations for a more efficient
control on the brokering of arms and dual-use items

Content

Currently the Belgian legislation only provides fart for the required controls on brokering in
military goods as laid down in the EU Council’s Goon Position 2003/468/CFSP on the control of
the brokering of arms, and the provisions regardive brokering of dual-use products in Council
Regulation 428/2009/EC.

With a view to making adequate provision for thetcol of brokering inmilitary equipment the
Flemish Peace Institute recommends:

1) To clarify the issue of the competence for brakgiby:

- Either regionalizing the competence for brokeriggamending the
special act of 2003,

- or maintaining this competence as a federal competeand in this case encouraging the
federal government to develop effective controldorkering that take the recommendations in
point 2) below into account.

2) Once it is clear who is competent for the regatatiof brokering, the Peace Institute
recommends developing effective controls on brakpwhereby:

- brokering is separately regulated and is not mecelysidered as part of the fight against the
illegal arms trade;

- the licence obligation for the broker as an indixt is maintained. It is important that
companies and individuals who act as brokers agstexed with the competent government
bodies so that the trader’s reliability can be &eécand penal sanctions can be upheld for
brokers acting illegally;

- as a second step, the broker's activities are misoitored. Some activities may be excluded
from the licence obligation, depending on the arjgine destination and the nature of the goods.

- extraterritorial coverage is maintained,;

- penalties are laid down;

- areporting obligation is created requiring brokerseport on their activities to
the competent authorities, and requiring the gawent to report to Parliament.

As regards brokering idual-use itemsthe Flemish Peace Institute recommends

1) formalizing the agreement between the regions heddderal government so as to regionalize
the competence for brokering of dual-use itemsrbgrading the Special Act of 2003;

2) developing a procedure to control brokering in euwsd items when there is a risk of
proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction, a®viged for in Council Regulation
2009/428/EC, by either invoking a reporting obligat or systematically checking certain
categories of products when bound for certain dagtn countries;



3) including in the implementing measures the optianahsures listed in the EC Regulation, i.e.
the control of brokering in products that are nstield but pose a threat for the proliferation of
WMD (catch-all), and control of brokering of prodsievith military end-use to countries under
an arms embargo. Further, it seems worth exteriimdicence obligation to brokers who have
reasons to suspect that items may be used forfadhese purposes;

4) keeping a register of transactions, as well asrokdys with activities relating to dual-use
products. The Regulation already provides for tegis that brokers are obliged to keep, with
an overview of all activities falling under the Régtion. These must be kept for at least three
years and be submitted to the authorities. It omamended also to include a reporting
obligation to parliament in this legislation.

5) taking all suitable measures to guarantee the cowmpplication of the provisions of the
regulations and to establish penalties for violaiof the legislation.

Action taken

The advice on the brokering of arms and dual-usenstwas sent to the President of the Flemish
Parliament, the president and members of the Camenfor Foreign Policy, European Affairs and
International Cooperation, and the competent cotarstin the Chamber and Senate on 26 June 2012.

4.3 Documentation centre

In cooperation with the Parliamentary Informatioen@e, the Flemish Peace Institute has in 2012
further expanded its documentation centre with Bection of books, journals, and other media

publications. This collection is placed at the gmnof the employees of the Flemish Peace Institute
but is also accessible to parliamentary persommgresentatives, and the public at large in the
Parliamentary Information Centre.

In the catalogue system of the parliamentary Infdiom Centre, ‘Peace Research’ was assigned the
number 800. This ‘800 heading’ was further dividetb a detailed listing with nine separate sub-
headings, reflecting the Flemish Peace Institliedsd-ranging approach to peace research:

810. Theory and Methodology
820. International Relations
830. Peace and the Economy
840. Society and State

850. Peace and Conflict studies
860. Peace Culture

870. Defence and Armaments
880. Regions and Countries
890. Narrative literature

Purchased documentation is made available in tBé&SLhetwork, in keeping with current standards.
LIBIS-Net operates as a cooperative partnershipngmmore than twenty institutions that use the
same ALEPH 500 installation for the digitization tbkir libraries. Aside from the members of the
K.U. Leuven Association, a number of governmentalites, small scientific libraries, and libraries
operated by civil society groups and institutioravén also chosen to join the network. With some
3,000,000 bibliographic entries, LIBIS-Net represeine largest library network in Belgium. Via the
Flemish Peace Institute’'s website, a search erigiaeailable to search for the desired book orrjaur

in the Institute’s collection or the entire LIBl&talogue.

External researchers or other interested partieaatadirectly borrow books or other documentation
material from the Flemish Peace Institute's librdrlrey must do so through Inter-Library Lending
(ILL) whereby they can request the work via thamversity or town library, which in turn requests
the book from the Parliamentary Information Centre.



Evaluation report of the Scientific Council

In accordance with the Flemish Peace Institutetswdling Act, the Scientific Council evaluates the
performance of the Institute’s research assignmétgtsassessment is included in this annual report.
The evaluation report was approved unanimously &a8ch 2013 by the members of the Scientific
Council.

5.1 Preface

Following the reviews and re-calibrations of 20212 was a relatively normal year for the Flemish
Peace Institute in which the staff could focus oaintaining and consolidating the quality of their
work. Some elements of the year's activities vimengever of special interest and significance, agh
the continuing advisory role played by the Insétduring preparation of the first-ever Flemish decr
on controlling the trade in armaments and relateodg and technology. The theme of First World
War commemoration also promises to be one of grpviinportance in coming years: it has the
potential to strengthen the Institute's researcée bend international advisory role, as well as its
relations with local stakeholders.

During this period the Institute has made spedialrts to improve its performance in dissemination
and contact-building. Improvements have been madbe accessibility of materials on the website.
The Director and staff have not only attended gaken at many seminar-type events in Flanders and
beyond, but have actively used such occasions ise rhe Institute's profile and strengthen its
networks. Another recommendation from 2010 wasntprove the balance between armaments-
related work and work related to peace in sociehd the Institute's growing output on topics like
youth violence and commemoration represents goodress in this direction. One member of staff
involved in this field of work departed in 2012,thihe Institute was able to appoint a qualified
successor by January 2013.

The Scientific Council of the Flemish Peace Ing#itcurrently consists of Alyson JK Bailes
(University of Iceland) as Chair, and the followingembers: Prof. Dr. Sven Biscop, Director of the
Security & Global Governance Programme at the Egrimmtitute; Prof. Dr. Mark Duffield, Professor
of Development Politics at the University of Bristdrof. Dr. Elise Féron, Senior Lecturer in
International Conflict Analysis at the University Kent and the Brussels School of International
Studies; Prof. Dr. John Groom, Emeritus Profesdointernational Relations at the University of
Kent; Prof. Dr. Elspeth Guild, Professor of Eurapdmmigration Law at the Radboud University
Nijmegen and visiting professor at the London SthafoEconomics and Political Science (LSE);
Prof. Dr. Antoon Vandevelde, Professor at the Gefur Ethics, Social and Political Philosophy and
Dean of the Institute of Philosophy at the K.U. ven; and Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Wagner, Professor of
International Security at the Department of PdiitiScience at the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam
(VU). All members take an active interest in thestitute's work and several are involved in its
activities in between the SC's six-monthly meetirfigsgese meetings give an opportunity for general
discussion on interesting research topics, asasdtiandling practical current business, which aéolds
the value of the process for SC members as well.

The evaluation that follows here of the Institutgigblication programme in 2012 is, as always, a
collective effort by the Scientific Council. It lgardly surprising if it includes a few queries oona
critical comments, as there is always room for impment in this field of endeavour. However, the
assessments are predominantly very positive asddfects the high standard of research, judgement
impartiality and presentation that the Institute Bxiven to maintain ever since its creation.

For a research institute of this kind to presets@uality and credibility, the two key requiremeate
adequate funding and intellectual independence. Stientific Council is committed among other



things to monitoring and assuring the second o$gheonditions. It commends the Institute on its
performance in 2012 and wishes success to all coadén its future work.

5.2 Reports
5.2.1 Flemish Foreign Arms Trade 2011

This report provides a detailed overview of Flemish ForeigmarTrade for the year 2011. It is
divided into four main parts, plus an introductanmd a conclusion. The introduction sets the scgne b
presenting the legal framework applying to the im@md export of arms in Flanders. It highlights,
among other factors, the role played by the 2009CHidctive on Intra-community trade in defence-
related products, and explains the general proeeduoe followed for import and export.

The first substantive part of the report focuseshenFlemish reporting methodology on foreign trade
in military equipment, and highlights a trend todsrgreater transparency in the way the Flemish
authorities are reporting imports and exports ditany equipment.

The second substantive part of the report offerareatysis of imports. It highlights a rise in thelue

of licensed imports of firearms and accessorieslewthe value of licensed imports of ammunition
remained rather stable. On the other hand, in Zddriders issued significantly fewer import licences
than in the previous years (but for approximatbly s$ame total value). Worth noting is the fact that
licences for imports of vehicles and vehicle comga represented around half of the total value of
licensed arms imports in Flanders.

The third part of the report looks at exports, arglores the recent sharp decline in value of 8eein
arms exports after a period (2005-2008) of rapiowdin. This decline seems mainly due to the
decreased value of exports of specific product$ sag electronic equipment or ground vehicles
components, but it also shows how sensitive thenBke defence-related industry has been to the
economic crisis and the accompanying cutbacks fiende spending. This is all the more true given
that the largest share of Flemish licensed armsnéxis destined for European countries and the US,
which have been deeply affected by the recent iaghurisis.

The fourth and final part of the report focusestramsit: an important activity in Flanders, sinbe t
region is centrally located and offers a good libcis infrastructure. Most transit licences granied
2011 related to vehicles, firearms and ammunitaond explosives. It is worth noting that Flanders
denies a significantly higher proportion of applioas for transit licences than for export licences
which shows that the Flemish authorities do notagsvagree with the export policies of other EU
member states.

Overall, this is a very informative document, cdmitay numerous useful tables, figures and
information on trends. It is very precise, cargfuliritten and well structured. It is well grounded a
variety of sources, both national and internatipoalwhich it adopts a good critical perspective.

One of the main qualities of this report is thatliéarly shows how variations in trends can be
connected to both internal and external contexts. ifkstance, some variations in imports can be
explained by changes in national legislation, asmwh for instance - licensed imports of ammunition
rose during the 2005-2008 period, due to new aegslation whereby many gun owners became
members of a shooting club and were required taggaate in at least 12 shooting events per year.
The report also highlights the great diversity sens of arms, ranging from private individuals to
dealers, to the Belgian armed forces, and so on.

Duquet, N. (2012), Flemish foreign arms trade 2011, Brussels: Flemish Peace Institute
(http://www.flemishpeaceinstitute.eu/images/manager/publicaties/onderzoeksrapporten/pdf/flemish%20foreign%20arms%20trade%202011_web.p
df)




Belgium’s relative position among other EU arms agxipg countries is evaluated, as well as the
importance and nature of Flanders’ arms exportspewmed with other Belgian regions. Some sensitive
issues are also touched upon, such as the pot@niibns between political decisions supported by
ethical principles, and actual arms transfers fstance to the Middle East and North Africa. The
potential tension with export policies of other Bi¢mber states is also highlighted in the section on
transit, underlining the differences still existibgtween the foreign policies of various membetesta

The analysis comes up against some limitations dhatthe direct consequence of the sources the
authors have to work with. For instance, some sed difficult to explain since the dealers filitig
applications do not always mention who the endsusdrmilitary products will be. In nearly two
thirds of licensed arms exports, the ultimate esel-uwas not known. Despite such constraints, the
authors have done a very good job of demonstrétieglinks between the evolution of Flemish
foreign arms trade and its national and internaficontexts.

5.2.2 Flemish Foreign Trade in Dual-use Items 2011

Covering the year 2011, the reparkamines the trade in products and technologias thile not
developed specifically for military purposes, colidve a military application. This is an under-
researched area and, by its nature, the data teme aifficult to interpret. There is a clear imgse®n

that the statistics only reveal part of the pict@éven this problem, the report is well structused
clearly written and, on the basis of the existingdence, it makes reasonable assumptions and
suggestions.

The export of dual-use items and technologies v@ged by EC Regulation 428/2009. The report is
based upon an analysis of licences issued anddleligth the exception of nuclear technologies and
fissile materials, no licence is usually required tfade in dual-use items within the EU. Becanfse
this arrangement, it is difficult to estimate tlmat value of dual-use trade with the rest of thé E
Exports to Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealamawhly, Switzerland and the United States are
usually covered by a Community General Export Addation (CGEA); and again - with the
exception of nuclear and fissile materials - a sgjgaFlemish licence is not required. As with ingé

EU trade, this makes it difficult to get an accarétel for the scale of activities involved. Since
licences are required for them, exports to non-Bd aon-CGEA countries are better documented.
The total value of the exports under this headm@011 was 471.8 million euro, mostly involving
electronics, aerospace and propulsion systemssaadal materials.

Given the paucity of the information, especiallyratation to intra-Community trade, the report does
well in trying to make sense of an opaque situatidnindicates, for example, that such trade is
probably relatively limited in terms of items artetcompanies involved. However, a growth in the
number of licences granted in 2011 for exportsrohanned aircraft, related equipment and software
points to a growing dual-use issue with regardtodlobal expansion of drone technologies. Heze th
report points to a major weakness in the preseansing system. A Flemish exporter with a global
licence can, more or less, export to any recipieaotuded in the licence, with little control over
ultimate destination and use. However, the Fleraigiorities do attempt to limit such possibilities
and, in the past, have refused export licencetattep like India and Iran.

While the available information is not always clegiven the growing use of security-related remote
sensing and drone technologies — most of which Hae¢ commercial and military use — the trade in
dual-use electronic and software items will propdi#come an increasingly important research topic.
This is now the fifth report that the Flemish Pedtstitute has produced on dual-use trade. It is
thereby performing vital pioneering work in thisgortant if elusive field.

Duquet, N. (2012), Flemish foreign trade in dual-use items 2011, Brussels: Flemish Peace Institute
(http://www.flemishpeaceinstitute.eu/images/manager/publicaties/onderzoeksrapporten/pdf/flemish%20foreign%20trade%20in%20dual%20use%2

Oitems_en.pdf)




5.2.3 Report: Gun Ownership in Belgium

This could more accurately be called a répabbut why it is impossible to say much about gun
ownership in Belgium. Reliable data are lacking fbe whole country, as a result of poor data
handling and confusion in the Central Weapons Reg{€WR), gaps in the scope of legal obligations
for gun registration, and the undoubted existerfcenany illegally held weapons including those
falsely declared ‘lost’ or ‘stolen’. The main body the report consists of a meticulous examination
and critique of such information sources as existluding the CWR itself and evidence from
telephone surveys of households. These can onlposughe drawing of some quite general
conclusions, such as: a higher level of gun owrigrshWallonia than in Flanders or Brussels, an
apparent decline in the total levels of ownersimpes 1989, and a popular feeling among Belgiants tha
there are still too many guns around. In the iraBomal perspective Belgium seems to be mid-way on
the European scale of gun ownership levels; thaighreliability of this statistic could also be
guestioned if there is a greater likelihood of aaled/denied ownership in some nations than in
others.

The paper’'s emphasis is squarely on the data pmbds seennter alia in the fact that its final
recommendations are all about improving data cayeend reliability — not about the challenges of
gun ownership itself. Measured against this gbal report does a good job. Its critique of data
availability and reliability is detailed and pro$ésnal, and it lays out the problems in a clear and
logically structured way. The analysis is howeveite hard to follow at some points (mainly in
section 2.2), and it would have been easier forrdagler if the different categories of guns and gun
ownership recognizedeforethe new Belgian legislation of 2006 andderthat legislation had been
separately explained somewhere near the beginNagy readers would probably also have liked to
see the authors speculate a bit more about thenedsehind the emerging picture, eg why there
should be more guns per head or per household lloii&a

Although the authors mention in their introductitie worldwide concern about small arms and their
role in violence and conflict, the report does expplore what might be the dangers or concernsarisi
from availability of rifles and handguns within Bein or Flemish society as such. What are the devel
of death or injury from criminal gun use or accit¥nls the use of guns rising or falling in incitien
involving the police? Is there any connection kesw internal gun ownership on the one hand, and
Belgium’s role in international small arms trafficl and the efforts to control it on the other? ISuc
guestions and more would seem a legitimate suliggcthe Institute’s research in future. For the
present, more could also be done to cross-refereetveeen the Institute’s different research topics
and publications relating to small arms, severalvhfch are included in the evaluations following
here.

5.2.4 The registration and traceability of importéearms

This report is a follow-up to an earlier Flemish Peace Ingtiteeport about the factors explaining the
increasing import of firearms to Flanders over ntggears. Moving on from the previous report's
discussion of difficulties with data availabilitya interpretation on gun ownership, the currenorep
analyses the situation and options regarding magish of such firearms once they have entered the
territory. It presents specific recommendationseisponse, which appear very relevant to the task of
policy-making in Flanders.

Dugquet, N. & Van Alstein, M. (2012), Gun Ownership in Belgium, Brussels: Flemish Peace Institute
(http://www.flemishpeaceinstitute.eu/images/manager/publicaties/onderzoeksrapporten/pdf/20120919 gun%20ownership.pdf)
Duquet, N. & Van Alstein, M. (2012), De registratie en traceerbaarheid van ingevoerde vuurwapens, Brussels: Flemish Peace Institute

(http://www.vlaamsvredesinstituut.eu/images/manager/publicaties/onderzoeksrapporten/pdf/2012017_nota_registratie vuurwapens_herzien_web.
bdf)




As the underlying information is publicly availabtee added value of this report lies rather in imgk
it accessible and in the critical treatment. Intfdéloe report manages to present the issue in @ mos
transparent way and to firmly ground its recomméinda in a thorough analysis.

This is a very readable report, concise, elegamigten and well-structured, with very clearly
presented arguments. It is intelligible for thensspecialist while also presenting the facts ared th
analysis in a readily digestible manner for theegkpGiven the very technical nature of the topes

iS no mean achievement.

5.2.5 Sports shooting with Firearms and Huntinghwkirearms in Flanders: Scope, regulation, facts
and figures

Both these textsfollow up on the comprehensive study “VuurwapeHandel, bezit en gebruik”
published by the Institute in 2011. The two texit tiverefore be reviewed here together.

The comprehensive 2011 study took stock of theetri possession of and use of firearms in
Belgium, particularly Flanders, in the wake of tiew federal law of 2006. The study’s aim was to go
beyond the recurrin@d hoc debates on the merits and problems of private @unership that
typically follow incidents of gun rampage, and tmyide a more systematic discussion, based on
guantitative data and discussions with interestigso The study discussed the new federal arms law
which reduces the number of freely available weapamd instead introduces a requirement to have a
“lawful reason” to possess firearms privately. Amdhe six lawful reasons listed in the law, hunting
and sports shooting are the two most prominentaioiely used. This is why separate follow-up
studies on each of these two areas of activity sdemorthwhile.

All in all, both studies do an excellent job in @issing the specific areas of hunting and sports
shooting in the broader context of the new 2006sdaw. Both studies are very well structured, and
provide much pertinent information together witbl@ar and balanced argument.

The broader context of the 2011 comprehensive saidyentioned in both reports. Both studies then
start with a discussion of public support for therent legal regime. Data for this part of the gaasl
come from an opinion poll that the Flemish Peaatitite has outsourced to TNS Dimarso. This is a
good example of how the outsourcing of highly spkxed research provides clear added value in the
work of the Flemish Peace Institute. TNS Dimarse thane a good job in carrying out the survey: the
number of respondents is clearly sufficient to watrepresentative inferences and the wordingef th
question is not biased in any way. The two repamtsalso good examples for how public opinion data
should be reported to readers, namely as trangpar@s possible. Whereas one sometimes finds
reports on public opinion data that leave the numdferespondents or the exact phrasing of the
guestions posed obscure, readers of the presantserill gain an insight into the exact desigrthué
survey. The survey demonstrates that a large majafrithe population supports the legal framework
the outline of which was agreed in 2006, and eradoithe concept that both hunting and sports
shooting are legitimate reasons to possess fireprivestely.

A further main source for the analyses is providgdnterviews with experts and stakeholders. Again,
the authors report in detail the criteria for stfgcthis group, and provide a list of organizatidhat
were consulted. While 15 organizations participaited first round of consultation, only five did so
a second one. It would have been interesting td waich five organizations participated in both
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rounds (and thus left the largest imprint on thalg}, as well as the authors’ assessment of why ten
organizations declined to participate the secaomé ti and whether this has introduced any biasén th
subsequent discussion. For example, it is not gkb@ther any hunting or sports shooting organipatio
participated in the second round.

Both studies focus on the legal framework that legs the use of firearms for sports shooting and
hunting and add data on the actual implementatiothe regulations. In both cases, this legal
framework is comparatively recent, reflecting puees for new or reformed regulation that stem in
part from EU legal provisions. The studies provaebalanced discussion of the strengths and
weaknesses of the respective legal frameworks.

In reading both reports, it is interesting to demdifferences in the legal frameworks as wellnathe
actual practice in hunting, on the one hand, amattspshooting on the other. Although both legal
regimes are decided on a regionalized basis aretlmsthe same federal law, one striking difference
is that the licensing system for sports weapomeisgated to the sports shooting association, vakere
the one for hunting has remained a competenceeo$tiite. The authors discuss this question in the
report on sport shooting and provide a balanceésassent of the pros and cons. Their policy
recommendation - to accept that such a task calelegated, but to ensure strict governmental cbntro
thereof - seems very reasonable.

The fact that the regulation of hunting and spshsoting is a process carried out at several levels
namely a European, a federal and a regional lévedot addressed explicitly. While the absence of
any such discussion may indicate the absence ofpaolglems worth mentioning, it would be
interesting to learn whether the various leveleéedicooperate smoothly or whether the dispersion of
competencies over three levels also creates fngt@md/or inefficiencies.

Both reports are almost exclusively focused ondihgation in Belgium, and Flanders in particular.
The one exception is the brief discussion of thal fshooting in Alphen aan de Rhijn (Netherlands) i
April 2011. In general, comparisons between thegelFlemish situation with other European
countries are more than welcome in the Institutetwrk, as they help to highlight any local
specificities. In this case, however, the discussiba single incident abroad could have been more
clearly motivated: otherwise it risks awakening apetite for such country comparisons without
satisfying the wish for systematic discussion.

The authors rightly point out that two such reparé obviously not exhaust the entire issue of
hunting and sports shooting. As they suggest, itlvandeed be worth carrying out further research
into the actual degree of misuse of hunting weapons

All in all, the two reports do an excellent jobpnoviding both relevant information and a balanced
assessment of two issues that are highly relevatite overall discussion over firearms. The reports
are detailed enough to satisfy the needs of expamts sufficiently accessible to be read and
understood by a broader public.

5.2.6 Young offenders and victims of violence anétérs

This reportsummarizes the outcome of a research study ‘YanthViolence’ by Evi Verdonck and

Dierik Cops from the Leuven Institute for Criminglo of KULeuven and the Expertise Centre for
Social Security of the KATHO Catholic University [Bge. The summary draws out policy-relevant
findings as well as giving Anglophones access &ofiidings on the perennial topic of “What are the
youth of today up to?". Being concerned with viaenit asks more specifically whether today's youth
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are particularly involved as perpetrators or asimis of violence or - as is often the case - a$ bot
perpetrators and victims. These are almost uniVemaerns, so the Flemish experience is relevant
for others and the findings are of wide interest.

Like the original study, the report has to worktba basis of diverse and not strictly comparable se
of data, which also raises questions about conakptunsistency. This is no fault of the researeime

but it does underline that we are not likely todawbetter understanding of the issues at staKenent
have sorted out the methodological problems. Taport on the report’ is in fact very explicit about
these problems, so that the reader is forewarmatittee uses of particular terms are defined and the
provenance of the data specified in a helpful manne

As an example, the contrast is pointed out betwherofficial figures and self-reporting by young
people. There are also some international contrimstexample Belgium’s figure for perpetrators éas
proportion of youth) in 2006 was 3.9% and all ighbours had a higher figure, with Germany at
8.3%. Why? No explanation is offered here, so thisran international dimension that could be
further developed.

Indications of youth violence in Flanders appedndoe remained stable between 2005 and 2008. The
same trends are evident for victimhood, with thénerable years being 15 to 24. Is this the going
rate? Some other interesting findings are thataées are generally young men, peaking between the
ages of 16 and 21 years. However those who offemkrglly do so only once. There is a mild
influence of family factors and a poor relationshijpph the mother is linked with a higher chance of
violent behavior, but (going against much converdlowisdom) the extent of parental control and
divorced families are not predictive of perpetratofhere is some correlation with schooling, as
technical and vocational schools are a greaterceoaf perpetrators. It is important to note that
ethnicity in itself is not a key factor, althougivhen linked to truancy and going out in groups this
contributes a first step towards perpetration. Btitnicity is not the decisive underlying factor.
Violence is more linked to low self-esteem and propoffences.

Victims of violence are generally boys with the onfant exception of sexual violence. The peak age
for victimhood is between 18 and 21 years. Ethyidbes not play a role in victimhood but
perpetrators and victims are both marked by loweratand frequent going out in groups. It is clear
that perpetrators are also victims. There is actiredationship.

The researchers used focus groups to assess theegge and perception of violence by and against
young people. Young respondents stated that vielecommitted for its own sake, for ‘kicks’, and
vandalism is seen as enjoyable. It is a ventinfustrationinter alia over unemployment, poverty,
boredom and relationship problems. Young peoplee gagnificant emphasis to the role of parents.
Some of these comments may be a reflection of nregiarts.

The principal findings are that “ The profiles oérpetrators and victims of youth violence are
remarkably similar to one another. Perpetrators\actiims are primarily boys of approximately the
same age who display a similar pattern in theirafdeisure time, which more often brings them into
high-risk situations. Together with an indirect nention between being a perpetrator and victim, we
note that young perpetrators of violent offencegeha greater chance of becoming a victim than
young people who do not commit violence.” This igi@dous circle indeed, which society as a whole
needs to recognise and break. This report is diaiep in that direction.



5.3 Books
5.3.1 1914-18 in Close-Up: Handbook for local patgeon the Great War

This book is jointly written by Giselle Nath, a researchértioe Institute of Public History of the
University of Ghent, and Maarten Van Alstein, afstaember of VVI. It is presented as a guide for
non-professional historians who seek to researchpablish on the local history of the first World
War, or on a particular topic related to the Ghéatr. It offers a general methodological framework
for the amateur historian, and illustrates the thedth five examples of how historical researci ca
be carried out within a particular sphere of litetranslates the insights of professional histiotp a
clear and concise manual for lay historians. Th@s of the book advise local historians to foons
the daily life of common people: not the soldienstbe battlefield — ample information about them is
nowadays available — but rather ordinary peoplé-lemish towns and villages: men and women
seeking to survive in harsh circumstances, prayorgtheir relatives at the battlefront, resentful
against the Germans or responsive to activist gam#a. The authors explain for instance that one
should start with a research question, that onaldhake a sensible selection among the many topics
of interest, and that one should avoid trying teezceverything.

However, the book goes far beyond a mere stateofemethodological principles. The chapters on
survival strategies during war, on family and genadations, on the construction of social identity
terms of insiders and outsiders, on the role afim and Church during war, and on reconstruction
and remembrance after war are well written narestiof these different aspects of daily life during
and after war. These chapters will largely satibiy intellectual curiosity of people who are more
interested in history itself than in methodologyevidrtheless, the authors want to make a
methodological point. Objectivity is probably begoreach in historiography, but one can come as
close as possible to that ideal by confronting otgipoints of view and by setting up a dialogue
between different voices. Minor issues, like thetrietions on baking pastry, can reveal important
conflicts within a local community.

However, there are also interesting general questioat crop up during research. Did war contribute
to the weakening or the strengthening of local comitres in Flanders? Probably there is no single
answer to this question. It is well known thattte time, labour conditions in towns were far from
brilliant. Moreover, most villages were overpopatht An significant proportion of their male
inhabitants performed seasonal work in Wallonia an&rance. Long periods of absence of family
fathers and male youngsters were already commarédie war. In subsistence farms, poor women
were accustomed to work in the fields. The autrglew that war apparently did not lead to
empowerment of Flemish women — contrary to whatnseto have happened in some cases in the
United States.

This is a history told by many voices. In Flandevar memories and remembrances have been bones
of contention between Belgian and Flemish natiet&liBoth parties have tried to construct their own
identity by emphasizing a particular version of ktigtory of the First World War. Who was the main
hero of the war: the king, or rather the anonyméilsmish soldiers who were hardly able to
understand the commands of their French-speakipgrigws? The authors take a nuanced stance in
these and other heated debates. They teach ther rdsdbasics of how to interpret various sources
and they conclude their book by suggesting varfouss in which the results of local historiography
could be presented to a larger public. Books anoligations often reach only a limited public.
Exhibitions, educational projects for youngstemsginal forms of remembrance, cycling tours and
other initiatives aiming at attracting war touridtsere is ample scope for creativity in this respe

This book is written by professional historians wdre enthusiasts for their job. It reads like aatov
and confronts the reader with his or her own meesoof the stories of people who lived through the
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First World War. It will certainly make the readeonder over launching a investigation of the war
history of his/her own family, village or town; aridwould be intriguing to know how many lay
people will actually be drawn into engaging in ttyipe of research. Even if their number should turn
out rather limited, this book is beyond questioneatbent publicity for the discipline of historiogray
itself.

5.4 Advisory notes
5.4.1 Advice concerning the draft for a Flemish Affinade Act

This is onkof a series of advice notes provided by the lnitibn the successive drafts of a Flemish
Act of Parliament concerning the trade in convergloarms, designed to replace previous federal
Belgian legislation. It relates to an official firéaid before the Flemish Parliament in November
2011. This latest draft is judged by the Instititdbe well balanced overall, giving effect to EWdé
decisions on the facilitation of intra-Communityade, but also providing means for the Flemish
authorities to continue effective monitoring of artransactions. The Institute notes with satigfact
that several of its own recommendations for amemdarlier drafts have been followed up.

Remaining points where the Institute sees scopeldoifying or tightening up the decree's text @ye
obligations on end-user reporting by Flemish congmn (i) reserving the possibility of a
supplementary list of military items which Flandeesticularly wants to control through licences) (i
further specification and explanation of goods\vidiich 'general licences' may and may not be issued
under the new EU policy, (iv) further elaboratiohtlee system for 'certifying' enterprises which is
crucial for the new intra-Community arrangementsq &v) additional transparency measures. All
these reflect themes that the Institute has camlgtstressed throughout the drafting processafor
new decree.

This advice maintains the high standard of eaihistitute work on the same subject. It reflects a
thorough professional knowledge of the backgroumuiuiding notably the EU legal requirements. Its
recommendations are extremely precise and are dutgueugh in exhaustive detail. At the same time
the language and flow of argument are transparehteell-designed to make sense to non-experts.

5.4.2 Advice concerning the yearly report of therish Government on the Flemish foreign arms
trade 2011

One of the Flemish Peace Institute's prescribdd tissto offer the Flemish Parliament an evaluation
of the annual report provided by the Flemish autiesr on regulation of the trade in armaments. It
does so on the basis of the Institute’s own reBeand published analyses on the subject, so this
advice notk rarely contains any surprises. Regarding the iafficeport for 2011, however, the
Institute's comments are particularly sharply feeds and all relate to the need for greater
transparency, both in the Flemish export contrdhatities' own methods and in communication
between the authorities and Parliament. Spedyicie Institute draws attention to:

Some continuing vagueness over how exactly theodtits are cutting back on and
monitoring arms exports (including arms in transit)the Middle East and North
Africa during a time of widespread conflict there;
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The large number of practical aspects of exporttrobrthat will remain at the
authorities' discretion under the proposed new Hendecree on the matter. Two
detailed lists to illustrate the point are providgdhe end of the advice note ;

The fact that Flanders, unlike Wallonia, providesimformation to its Parliament on
actual weaponry trade transactions as distinct tfelicences issued;

The need for the Flemish authorities to make speffarts, in a context altered by
recent European legislation, for dialogue and imfation exchange with companies in
the defence production and dual-use fields.

These points are all fully explained and backedypelevant details and references. They all retate
issues that the Institute has been drawing attemtidor some time, and reflect a general condean t
the arms trade policies of Flanders should botlabd,be seen to be, as responsible and restrasned a
possible.

The advice note also covers the main statistieaids revealed by the arms trade data for 2011 but
does not go into detailed explanations, as theset@ibe found elsewhere in the Institute's own
reporting. In style the note is professional, clel@nse and cogently argued.

5.4.3 Advice concerning the Belgian regime fordbmtrol of brokering in military and dual-use items

This substantial Advice Ndteffers guidance to those concerned in Flanderstatmw to tackle the
inadequacy of Belgian regulations on ‘brokering’.bfoker in this context is a private person or
company acting as middleman in a transaction betwee other parties concerning military materials
or dual-use goods. The paper begins by explormgesrecent international definitions of the term,
which may or may not restrict it to cases where dbbler, broker and buyer are all in different
countries. Such a case especially calls for contralhether the sale be legitimate or not — because
standard systems for licensing trade in strategadg would not ‘catch’ an actor in a country where
the goods are not physically present. The note gnde give some examples both of problematic and
legitimate brokering; explains how four other EUuntries handle the matter; shows that current
Belgian arrangements neither fulfii current EU riegments nor achieve clarity about the
federal/regional division of responsibility; andtines the options and desiderata for an improved
system.

If this was a freestanding academic paper, thenbaland sequence could be considered less than
perfect. More explanation of the underlying seguissues, especially for dual-use goods, would help
the uninformed reader, and the section with practexamples is very short. It might have been
preferable to collect all the information on otleeuntries’ models in one place rather than menmntigni
their dual-use solutions — very briefly - in a fagection. One intriguing remark about the parallel
between brokering and the ‘invisible export’ of darous technologies is not followed through to the
practical level. However, none of these pointedheecessarily affect the note’s usefulness in its
actual parliamentary context. Most important igtth arrives at a very clear set of desiderataafor
system to register, license and monitor brokeringath types of goods, and impartially presents the
different options for dividing these tasks betwé®mncentral Belgian government and the regions.

Considering its difficult subject matter the nateclearly written, if anything a little too compsesl in
places, and transparent in its structure and praisem
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5.4.4 Advice concerning the commemoration of theeary of the First World War

This is a concise adviceo the Flemish Government and the Flemish Parlire the question of
how the commemorations of the centennial of Firstid/War in 2014-18 should be prepared. Aside
from the formal solemnities, remembrance tourisri & booming and we can expect growing
interest towards the First World War from mass ragschools and cultural actors.

All actors agree that remembrance should be fraasesl message of peace. However the advice states
that this message can better be passed on imglittithn by big slogans and explicit moral appeals.
Hence the suggestion to highlight a great diversitystories about ordinary people, soldiers and
civilians, who have been confronted with the GM¥&r. The advice is a plea for tolerance: there are
several traditions of remembrance and some of thegnpatriotic or military symbols that others find
detestable. Public debates about the meaning airicisl events keep history alive and of course,
historians should play a role in this. They cansfjo@ over-hasty reconstructions of the past by
pointing to the complexity of historical realitieédoreover they should be integrated in the committe
that allocate subsidies to different remembrant&&iives.

It is crucially important that the commemoratiort®ernselves reflect a culture of peace and
reconciliation. Hence the funding of remembrancge$obal communities, the provinces, the Flemish
government and the federal state should be orgaumiza spirit of cooperation and not of competition

This is a clear, timely and perfectly sound advimased on extensive studies on the subject cordlucte
by the Flemish Peace Institute — for example MaaNan Alstein’s report oriThe Great War
Remembered: Commemoration and Peace in Flandedgssiieand Giselle Nath and Maarten Van
Alstein’s book onl4-18 van dichtbij — Inspiratiegids voor locale poten over de Grote Oorlogee
above).

5.4.5 Advice on youth and violence, and the needdiaflict management

This advice noteresponds to a specific request from the Flemigtiazent and relevant Flemish
Ministries. Drawing upon the Institute's earliesearch including published reports on 'Youth and
Violence' and 'Peace Education’, it aims to illumténthe background to youth violence and to propose
lines for official action aimed at helping youngstéo avoid violence and (if necessary) seek suppor
as victims. The Institute rightly points out, hoxee that such phenomena have complex roots and
that solutions may require action in several dédfeffields of public life.

The central section of the report consists firsamfanalysis of what is known about youth violeimce
Flanders, presented dispassionately on the bakisest research; and then of a review of exisimgj
potential means for working with youth on peace eoiflict resolution within the Flemish education
system. These points are again summarized at &ineaftthe 'Advice' section proper. Finally, four
general recommendations are made on how to integrad develop instruction on peaceful conflict
management as part of youth education in Flangéurs;six specific recommendations on monitoring,
handling, and preventing youth violence in the widecial context, eg through organized youth
activities and youth-focussed research.

The last recommendation underlines again the rfagéted nature of the challenge, and suggests that
the Flemish Ministry for Youth should coordinategavernment-wide approach to the matter that
could also consider aspects like media, sport, famidly violence. The lack of discussion of such
aspects, or of broader reasons for social tendiotis among the young and between generations, is
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indeed the main criticism that might be made ofdHdeice note itself - were it not that the Insgtut
explains and acknowledges these limitations froengtart. The gap may or may not have been filled
by other entities advising Parliament as part efghme exercise. Notwithstanding these comments,
the contribution is appropriate to the Institute'® in being evidence-based, non-sensationalcadigi
structured, and clearly if somewhat colourlesslittemn.



External relations

Academic, policy-oriented, and social networksiamgortant for the Flemish Peace Institute’s
external relations. To this end the Flemish Peastitlite pursues an active communication policg, th
following aspects of which are covered in this dbap

6.1.1  Networks

Academic networking

For the Flemish Peace Institute to be able tolfuHi research mandate, national and international
contacts in academia are necessary with a viewta.ghe exchange of information, developing
networks, and conducting complementary researchO12, the already existing contacts were further
developed and valuable new contacts were estalllisith other institutes involved in peace research
and international relations at a domestic and magonal level. The Institute achieved this by
contributing to conferences, by setting up collalige activities or publications, and through peedo
contacts.

Employees of the Flemish Peace Institute contribatehe following academic events:

On 27 April 2012, Director Tomas Baum gave a leztat the University of Antwerp on the topic
‘From the global to the local level in internatibpalitics: a critical reading.’

On 8 June 2012, researcher Nils Duquet gave aréeotu‘The bottlenecks and gaps in the Arms Act’
during the Politeia study day titled ‘The Arms Adtta turning point’ in Antwerp.

Researcher Nils Duquet presented the paper ‘lllggasession and acquisition of firearms and
ammunition in Belgium’ during the Stockholm Crimlogy Symposium in Stockholm (Sweden) from
11 to 13 June 2012.

On 9 November 2012, Director Tomas Baum gave ailean Peace Education during the session ‘on
peace, tolerance, holocaust education and interaliitialogue’ at the Second World Conference on
the Right to Education organized by the Europeasogiation for Education Law and Policy and the
UNESCO Right to Education Chair in Brussels.

Policy-oriented networking

As a para-parliamentary research institution &lg® crucial for the Flemish Peace Institute toetigy

an extensive network in its political environmelhtgoes without saying that the Flemish Parliament
and Flemish MPs are given priority. The Flemishdeeastitute provides support to Parliament inter
alia through the publication of advisory and backmd notes, the development of a documentation
centre, and the organisation of conferences anthaesn(see Chapter 3).

Together with its role in the Flemish Parliameht Flemish Peace Institute has also forged contacts
with Flemish policymakers in general, including tAgency for the Control of Strategic Goods
(Flemish Department of Foreign Affairs) in the aoritof work on arms trade and production; the
Education Administration (CANON culture unit) asgaeds peace education; and the Project
Secretariat 2014-2018 with regard to the commenwratf the Centenary of WWI.

In 2012 the Flemish Peace Institute also continieedxpand its political network at international
level, particularly in connection with the Europedimension of its work.



On 4 February 2012, Director Tomas Baum was invibegive a lecture on ‘Arms export control: key
issues for the European Uniaat a conference of the EU Non-Proliferation Corgortin Brussels.

In July 2012, researcher Sara Depauw attended dbetiations on the International Arms Trade
Treaty at the United Nations in New York.

In September 2012 Director Tomas Baum attende@@h2 Moscow Non-proliferation Conference
on ‘Nuclear Energy, Disarmament, and Nonprolifenalti

On 5 December 2012 the annual COARM-NGO workingigrevas co-hosted by the European
External Action Service (EEAS), GRIP, and Saferd@i Brussels. The Institute’s researchers Nils
Duquet and Sara Depauw briefed the meeting onléraish Peace Institute’s research into (controls
on) the end-use of military components.

Contacts with civil society and stakeholders

Alongside the parliamentary and academic commwitivil society is also an important partner and
stakeholder of the Flemish Peace Institute. Thetlins is, after all, not only a centre of expeattsut
also a Flemish political-social institution. Struiclly, this partnership is embedded in the strong
representation of civil society organisations om litrstitute’s Board of Directors.

The Flemish Peace Institute is also developingtaahail informal contacts with Flemish civil society
Contacts with this network are used mainly fordissemination of research results. Events organized
by the Institute in 2012 regularly included broapresentation from organizations engaged in issues
of peace and other matters of social importanceveter, this flow of information is not just one-
way: the Flemish Peace Institute looks for a twg-witbw and exchange of information and
experience. In 2012, contacts were also establislitbdnternational civil society organizations.

On 11 February 2012, Director Tomas Baum pronouticedaudation at the award ceremony for the
VOS Peace Poetry Prize in Ghent.

Director Tomas Baum also gave a lecture on ‘IHL dredregulation of the international arms trade’ in
the Red Cross of Flanders lecture series on Irierrsd Humanitarian Law at Brussels on 7 March
2012.

On 9 March 2012, researcher Nils Duquet gave aeptaton on research into Peace Education during
the workshop organized by Kleur Bekennen on thgestibf ‘Global education and development
education at school'.

On 26 April 2012, the UN Association organized raclhi seminar to evaluate the ‘Nuclear Security
Summit’ in Seoul, with an introduction among othkysDirector Tomas Baum.

During the UN Disarmament Week, researcher Nilsugagave a lecture on the Belgian arms trade at
the UN Association’s event in Brussels on 29 Oat@fd 2.

On Wednesday 14 November 2012, CDS Antwerp orgdrazéemed evening on ‘Syria, an
intervention: yes or no?’. Director Tomas Baum tpakt in the panel discussion, together with
Giuseppe Belardetti and Dirk Rochtus.

On 22 December 2012, researcher Maarten Van Algteia a lecture on the pitfalls and opportunities
facing research on and commemorative events fdritise World War during a seminar held at
Deinze on the First World War in the Lys and Scheddions .



During 2012, research results published by the ElefReace Institute were also extensively covered
in publications by civil society organizations, ably with reference to remembrance and the arms
trade.

6.1.2 Events

The Children’s Rights Secretariat and the Flemisade Institute on 27 March 2012 took the initiative
to organize a joint information session on ‘Youtidaviolence’ for those Flemish MPs who follow
these dossiers in the various parliamentary corasstt The starting-point was recent research
conducted by the two para-parliamentary institugion

On Wednesday 23 May 2012 the Flemish Peace Irstitgsented its annual report titled ‘Flemish
foreign arms trade in 2011’ to Flemish MPs andghess. The Flemish Peace Institute publishes this
annual report on Flemish arms trade each Sprinty figures, analyses and explanations covering
developments over the past year.

On 31 May 2012, the Flemish Peace Institute organésseminar on arms deliveries to Libya and the
lessons that may be drawn for a common Europeas export control policy.

On 19 June 2012, the Flemish Peace Institute ®gdra lunch conference on ‘Trade in dual-use
items: a matter of international security’ in théerRish Parliament. During this conference the
Institute also presented its annual report on temish trade in dual-use items in 2011.

The book ‘1914-18 in Close-Up: Handbook for locadjpcts on the Great War’ was presented by the
authors on 6 November 2012 in the Schelp chambideedtlemish Parliament.

To commemorate the end of the First World War Rlemish Peace Institute, the ‘In Flanders Fields’
Museum and Ypres, City of Peace, organized a Remsrob Day lecture on the eve of the

anniversary of the Armistice. Following Mayor Taastti Akiba of Hiroshima who spoke in 2008, war

correspondent Robert Fisk in 2009, author Erwin tidorin 2010 and former UN diplomat Lakhdar

Brahimi in 2011, Jan Techau accepted an invitatmrportray his vision of war and peace in

commemoration of the First World War. Jan TechaihésDirector of Carnegie Europe, the European
Centre of the Carnegie Endowment for Internatidfedce. The cellist Gavriel Lipkind provided the

musical counterpart for the Remembrance Day Lecture

6.1.3 Communication

Strategic communication

Effective external communication is the phase toands off the Institute’s research, advisory and
documentation work. In order to enhance its effectess, and as a complement to the Institute’s
strategic plan, a strategic communications plan 20t2-2013 tackled the issue of how best to
combine the Institute's mission, vision and strateigh external (strategic) communications.

In 2012, this communication plan guided the FlemiBmace Institute's external communications,
serving both to support the established stratdgic @nd to project the Institute's identity.

House style

For the design of its house style, the Flemish @dastitute works with Gramma nv. Gramma is
responsible for part of the layout of the publica of the Flemish Peace Institute and for the
technical support for the website.



Website

The website of the Flemish Peace Institute is #rgral vehicle for information and communication:
thus all the Institute’'s products clearly displdye twebsite address. The updating and further
development of the site are a constant focus efadin.

www.vlaamsvredesinstituut.eu
www.flemishpeaceinstitute.eu

Digital Newsletter

In 2012, electronic newsletters were regularly gensubscribers. By subscribing to the newsletter,
interested parties can keep abreast of the Irs8tactivities and new publications.

Web 2.0

The Flemish Peace Institute has its own Facebogk pa www.facebook.com/vlaamsvredesinstituut
and a Twitter account at www.twitter.com/Vredesdtost (@Vredesinstituut). The Flemish Peace
Institute also has its own LinkedIn page as weitaswn YouTube channel for sharing documentary
clips and other videos.

6.1.4  The Flemish Peace Institute in the press

Press releases

13/01/2012 ‘Belgié exporteert massaal militairenvuapens naar het Midden-Oosten’

06/04/2012 ‘In Belgié zou wapensmokkelaar VictouBnooit veroordeeld zijn’

22/05/2012 ‘Vlaams wapenhandeldecreet goedgekeurd’

23/05/2012 ‘Vlaamse wapenexport naar het Middest@ohoudt aan’

19/06/2012 ‘56 miljoen euro Vlaamse exportvergangen voor gevoelig nucleair materiaal in 2011’
26/06/2012 ‘Vaststellingen illegaal wapenbezit omip geschoten na invoering nieuwe Wapenwet’
06/11/2012 ‘Boek '14-18 van dichtbij' stelt inhazghtraal bij herdenking WO’

15/11/2012 ‘Saoedi-Arabié belangrijkste afzetmaddr Belgische wapens in 2011’

Audiovisual media coverage

15/01/2012: ‘Wapenexport naar het Midden-Oosten’
Radio 1: De Ochtend

16/02/2012: ‘Nieuwe generatie Kalashnikov AK-12’
Kanaal Z: News loop

27/02/2012: ‘Nominaties Nobelprijs 2012’
Radio 1: Vandaag

29/02/2012: ‘Vondst van wapen- en munitiearserma8&lrussel’
FM Brussel



01/03/2012: ‘Vlaamse wapenexport in 2011’
VRT Radio: News

01/03/2012: ‘Vlaamse wapenexport in 2011’
Q-Music/JoeFM: News

19/03/2012: ‘Wereldwijde wapenhandel stijgt met 25%
Q-Music/JoeFM: News

06/04/2012: ‘Veroordeling Victor Bout en wetgevioger tussenhandel’
Radio 1: Vandaag

23/05/2012: ‘Jaarrapport Vlaamse buitenlandse wagathel 2011’
VRT Radio: News

Q-Music/JoeFM: News

Kanaal Z: News loop

Eén: Het Journaal (The News)

28/05/2012 ‘Het Vlaams Vredesinstituut bestudeerbditenlandse wapenhandel 2011’
Actua TV:

25/06/2012 ‘Vaststellingen van illegaal wapenbezit’
VRT Radio: News

Q-Music/JoeFM: News

Brussel FM

20/07/2012 ‘De Conferentie over htms Trade Treatin New York’
Radio 1: De Ochtend

27/08/2012 ‘De piekende Amerikaanse wapenexpdoii’
Kanaal Z: News loop

13/09/2012 ‘Amerikaans defensieoverwicht bedreigd’
Kanaal Z: News loop

12/10/2012 ‘Vlaams Vredesinstituut voorzichtig ofigt Nobelprijs’
VRT Radio: News

19/10/2012 ‘Waalse wapens in Gaza’
Radio 1: Vandaag

15/11/2012 ‘Saoedi-Arabié belangrijkste afzetmaddr Belgische wapens in 2011
VRT Radio: News

16/11/2012 ‘Saoedi-Arabié belangrijkste afzetmaddr Belgische wapens in 2011
VRT Radio: News
Radio 1: De Ochtend

13/12/2012 ‘1 jaar na de raid van Amrani’
RTBF La premiere

16/12/2012Belgisch vuurwapenbezit’
VTM: News



Written press

12/01/2012 ‘Belgié beheerst wapenexport Midden-@ust De Tijd

12/01/2012 ‘Belgié voert grootste aantal wapensaidtr Midden-Oosten’ — De Morgen
12/01/2012 ‘Belgié beheerst wapenhandel naar Middlesten’ — Metro

18/01/2012 ‘Belgié levert wapens aan Midden-Oostewablieft

01/03/2012 ‘Export Vlaamse wapens halveert’ — GaaatAntwerpen

01/03/2012 ‘Export Vlaamse wapens halveert’ — Bghaan Limburg

01/03/2012 ‘Onrust over nieuw wapendecreet’ — Metro

02/03/2012 ‘Minder Vlaamse wapens verkocht’ — Diel Ti

14/05/2012 ‘Elk jaar 6.000 verboden wapens in lgegnomen’ - Het Laatste Nieuws

19/05/2012 ‘Wanneer kunnen we een roman schrijwemn de afname van nucleaire dreiging? — De
Morgen

24/05/2012 ‘Niemand weet hoeveel Vlaamse wapeunsriflictregio’s zijn’ — De Morgen
24/05/2012 ‘VIaamse wapens gaan nog altijd naadistdOosten’ — de Standaard
24/05/2012 ‘Wapenexport daalt met 37%’ — GazetAmtwerpen

24/05/2012 ‘Wapenexport daalt met 37%’ — Het Laaksieuws

24/05/2012 ‘L’'armement Flamand recule’ — Metro (FR)

24/05/2012 ‘Vlaamse wapenexport daalt met een dertetro (NL)

13/06/2012 ‘Belgié net niet in top tien van vreettpate landen’ — De Morgen
20/06/2012 ‘Voor 56 miljoen nucleair materiaal exgerd’ — De Morgen

20/06/2012 ‘Voor 56 miljoen nucleair materiaal ex¥gerd’ — Het Nieuwsblad
20/06/2012 ‘Export naar Iran 14 keer verhinder®e-Tijd

20/06/2012 ‘Voor 56 miljoen export van nucleair erédal’ — Het Belang van Limburg
27/06/2012 ‘Politie neemt 10.121 wapens, messdioksbeugels in beslag’ — De Morgen
27/06/2012 ‘Politie vindt elke dag 15 illegale wape— Het Laatste Nieuws
27/06/2012 ‘lllegaal wapenbezit gestegen sindswsewapenwet’ — Metro

26/07/2012 ‘Van diamant naar wapens’' — De Standaard

16/11/2012 ‘Saoedi-Arabié belangrijkste afzetm@#dgische wapens’ — De Morgen



16/11/2012 ‘Vragen bij Belgische wapenexport’ — Met

21/11/2012 ‘Belgische wapens in 2011’ — Knack

22/11/2012 ‘879 millions d’euros est le montant degortations d’armes’ — Tendances
18/12/2012 ‘Wapenwet zorgt voor helft minder Vlaameden door vuurwapens’ — De Morgen
31/12/2012 ‘Belgié is grootste exporteur van pextol De Standaard

31/12/2012 ‘Belgié is grootste exporteur van pextol De Standaard



Financial Report

In cooperation with the services of the FlemishliBaent's General Secretariat, the Flemish Peace
Institute operates an autonomous budgetary anddiabaccounting system in SAP. This means that,
besides the separate budget, separate annual &&a@nenalso prepared. The Flemish Parliament
assigns an annual operating grant to the Institute, on the recommendation of the Board of
Directors, approves its budget and accounts. TleeniBh Peace Institute adheres to the rules of
accountancy laid down in the Budgetary and AccawytdRegulations for institutions associated with

the Flemish Parliament. The Institute’s accoungsaardited by the Audit Office.

For a financial report on the Flemish Peace Instguwvorking year in 2012, please see the ‘Flemish
Peace Institute accounts for financial year 20LBnsitted to the Flemish Parliament.



List of Publications 2012

8.1 Documentary clips and fact sheets

In order to disseminate the results of its researthe most accessible way possible the Flemish
Peace Institute in 2012 published the followingutoentary clips and fact sheets in 2012:

Documentary clips

‘Jaarrapport: Vlaamse wapenhandel in 2011" — M&}220

‘Handel in dual-use producten: civiel en militagtguik’ — June 2012

"14-18 van dichtbij: inspiratie over lokale projentover WOI' — November 2012
‘Elfnovemberlezing door Jan Techau’ — November 2012

Factsheets

‘Tussenhandel: een aparte categorie van interredéamapenhandel’ - January 2012
‘De Europese Unie en controle op wapenhandel’ 4aign2012

‘De Vlaamse buitenlandse wapenhandel in 2011’ — RIG12

‘Registratie en traceerbaarheid van ingevoerdewapens’ — July 2012

‘Het Internationaal Wapenhandelsverdrag (ATT)’ iy 2012

‘14/18 van dichtbij: inspiratie voor lokale projeatover de Grote oorlog’ — November 2012

82 Publicationsin Dutch

Reports

Jongeren als daders en slachtoffers van geweldaanderen
Author: Marjolein Muys
Publication: Brussels, 27 March 2012

Vlaamse buitenlandse wapenhandel 2011
Author: Nils Duquet

Publication: Brussels, 23 May 2012

ISBN 9789078864509, 58 p.

Vlaamse buitenlandse handel in producten voor tvieiegebruik 2011
Author: Nils Duquet

Publication: Brussels, 19 June 2012

ISBN 9789078864493, 37 p.



De registratie en traceerbaarheid van ingevoerderwapens
Authors: Nils Duquet & Maarten Van Alstein

Publication: Brussels, 4 July 2012

ISBN 9789078864516, 29 p.

SIPRI Yearbook 2012 - Samenvatting in het Nedesland
Publication: Brussels, 6 August 2012

Sportschieten met vuurwapens: analyse van draagjlakisch kader en de praktijk in Vlaanderen
Authors: Nils Duquet & Maarten Van Alstein

Publication: Brussels, 15 November 2012

ISBN 9789078864530, 35 p.

Jagen met vuurwapens in Vlaanderen: draagvlak, lgeéng, feiten & cijfers
Authors: Nils Duquet & Maarten Van Alstein

Publication: Brussels, 22 November 2012

ISBN 9789078864547, 18 p.

Book

14-18 van dichtbij. Inspiratiegids voor lokale peojen over de Grote Oorlog
Authors: Giselle Nath & Maarten Van Alstein

Publication: Leuven, 6 November 2011 (Acco Publishers)

ISBN 9789033489747, 235 p.

Advisory notes

Advies bij het ontwerp van decreet betreffende wapedel
Publication: Brussels, 26 January 2012

100 jaar Eerste Wereldoorlog in het teken van vrede
Publication: Brussels, 2 February 2012.

Advies over het jaarlijks verslag van de Vlaamggerag over de wapenhandel in 2011
Publication: Brussels, 7 May 2012

Advies over geweld in de leefwereld van jongereaagmdacht voor conflicthantering
Publication: Brussels, 25 June 2012

Advies over controle op tussenhandel in wapensuahiuse producten
Publication: Brussels, 26 June 2012

Annual report

Jaarverslag 2011

Publication: Brussels, 15 June 2012
Document 44 (2011-2012) — No. 1
Lectures

Elfnovemberlezing
by Jan Techau



Publication: Brussels, 10 November 2012

8.3 Publications translated into English

Reports

Young offenders and victims of violence in Flanders
Author: Marjolein Muys
Publication: Brussels, 27 March 2012

Flemish Foreign Arms Trade 2011
Author: Nils Duquet

Publication: Brussels, 23 May 2012
ISBN 9789078864509, 58 p.

Flemish Foreign Trade in Dual-use Items 2011
Author: Nils Duquet

Publication: Brussels, 19 June 2012

ISBN 9789078864493, 37.

Gun Ownership in Belgium

Authors: Nils Duquet & Maarten Van Alstein
Publication: Brussels, 19 September 2012
ISBN 9789078864523, 20 p.

The European Union’s Involvement In Negotiatingtams Trade Treaty

Author: Sara Depauw
Publication: EU Non-proliferation Consortium, together with SIPR December 2012

Annual report

2011 Annual Report
Publication: Brussels, 15 June 2012

Lectures

Remembrance Day Lecture

by Jan Techau

Publication: Brussels, 10 November 2012

84 Publicationsin external fora

Duquet, N. (2012), ‘Belgié: een bijzondere spelerde internationale wapenhandel’ (Belgium, a
special player in the international arms trade)Wereldbeeld, 2012, no. 3, 30-38.

De Graeve, W., Duquet, N. and Neyens, M. (2012ngéren en geweld in Vlaanderen. Waar slaat
het op?’ (Youth and violence in Flanders, whatalliabout?), Krax, October-November 2012, 38-41.

Depauw, S. & Baum, T. (2012), ‘Internationaal huitain recht en exportcontrole’ (International
humanitarian law and export control), In: Wapenkehvizier. Mechelen: Red Cross-Flanders, 29-43.
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